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for peace of mind

Contact Specialist Consultant
PETER NORENIUS
to find out more

CLASSIC & SPORTS CAR INSURANCE BROKERS (Pty) Ltd
An Authorised Financial Service Provider

FSP# 44375 Tel: 011 463 6098 Cell: 0B2 568 BE1E
Fax: 086 663 8210 E-mail: PeterN@CSCIB.co.za

We offer all other short term insurance facilities
Domestic household & Commercial risks insurance

Highly competitive rates in association with ; _
all specialist underwriters including Hw wn _ Is



p=o-\ MG CAR CLUB

o Johannesburg Centre
opesnc g POBOX 52336 SAXONWOLD 2132 JOHANNESBURG

COMMITTEE

Chairman William Kelly 082 886 7114 william@happykoi.co.za
Secretary P J Ryan 083 303 4304 rybo@absamail.co.za
Treasurer Tony Maybank 011 678 9367 tony@mgcc.co.za

Event Co-ordinator  Shelly Dixon 082 686 5316 shelly@articdriers.co.za
Youth Representative Cameron McLeod 082 822 0175 chevy5839@gmail.com
Editor Tom Kirkland 082 445 6770 kirk1@lantic.net

Registers:

MMM and T-Types Randall Everson 082 414 0438 revson@mweb.co.za

MGA Norman Ewing 083 654 5433 mgewing@polka.com

MGB Bruce Dixon 082 457 8338 brucedixon@absamail.co.za
Moderns Michael Dixon 082 423 5127 michealdixonbda@gmail.com

All Payments can be made directly into the MGCC Banking Account
Standard Bank, Rosebank branch 00-43-05; Account Name &#  “MG Car Club” 00 203 458 1
Remember to_reference your deposit with your name & preferably state your Membership Number

A Natter & Noggin is normally held on the first Thursday of each month at 8pm.
The Old Edwardian Club, Houghton

For more details see Motoring Calendar in this issue of “Thumbs Up!”

Club Runs, are normally held on the second Sunday of each month.

AFFILIATED TO THE MG CAR CLUB - ABINGDON-ON-THAMES - ENGLAND



HOUSE OF CLASSIC
& SFORTS CRRS

70 MAIN Road, Knysna (N2)
Ph. 082 544 7897 / 082 921 4156
Email: info@hocasc.co.za
Website: www.hocasc.co.za

THE HOME OF THE MG..MGA...MGB...MG T SERIES...

WE SPECIALISE IN THE SALE AND SERVICING OF ALL MGs

-
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LOOKING FOR AN MG OR HAVE ONE TO SELL? GIVE US A CALL!
WE ARE PRIVILEGED TO HAVE A WIDE RANGE OF THESE VERY POPULAR
SPORTS CARS PASS THROUGH OUR SHOWROOMS - ALL MODELS AND

ALL COLOURS

VISIT US AT OUR MODERN
SHOWROOM AND WORKSHOP
AT 70 MAIN ROAD, KNYSNA (N2) -
NEXT TO TOTAL GARAGE




Lusnbibly!!!

Well, another month has passed, so it is again time to put my head together and let you all
know what has been happening on the Johannesburg MG front at present.

This has been rather a very busy period, starting with The Northern Centre’s Show Day at a
very exciting venue, the Kittyhawk Airfield out on the east. Here we were able to brush with
like minded people whose interests were in the “flying field. Light aircraft was their
interest, soitwas interesting to meet some of these folk, and learn how they got involved in
that particular area. |found them all with a common interest as ours, that is, to preserve and
look after what we have for the future generations; be it cars or aircraft.

Then the following Saturday we were back at Zwartkops Air Base, where the MG and Mercedes
car owners enjoyed another form of aircraft, all belonging to the Air Force, and going through
their historic collection of aircraft and memorabilia hangars. Many of our members were
able to win a ticket or two for flips during the day. | have heard that William managed to get
two flips, (lucky fellow), and that made his day.

While | write this, the tour to Deneysville is taking p lace, which includes a visit to the Vintage
Motor Cycle Museum, where there are some very interesting and collectable items on display.
I had to drive to the Blockhouse 1-Stop this morning to drop off the attendance book, as Hyla
was not well enough to go. To my surprise | found many MGs lined up, with another 30
minutes before starting time - that looked good.

Scottburgh is taking those MG folk who enjoy Motor Shows down there for next weekend.
Hyla and | will be there, so | will attempt to do a “report back” for the next magazine, before
it goes to the website.

For other MG events to follow in August and onwards, please check the calendar page.

Elsewhere in the magazine, there are adverts for regalia and the Piston Ring Swop Meet
where we are again asking for donations of “Bits” to be sold for the Youth Project Funds. Also
the A Team Tour will be taking place soon. We have all been invited to a gathering at Nick
Parrott’s for a farewell “Bring & Braai”, just before their departure. Look out for
announcements to follow soon.

| am again experiencing some computer problems, but hope to rectify that within the next
few days.

Happy MGing

Your Editor

Tom
MG WEBSITES
Our Website: www.mgcc.co.za
Our E-Mail: mgccs@worldonline.co.za
Printed by John MacKenzie of Kalalex Business
Forms & Systems (Pty) Ltd. Tel: 011 787-5620




CHAIRMAN'’S
AUGUST 2015

This from Holland (where | am on business learning how the Europeans handle their
hatcheries) and the land of smelley cheese, foie gras, baguettes and berets - France
where | am on a strict holiday of eating. It is super interesting to see, taste and drink |
have to say. And France has added 3 kg to the old scale heave ho which is somewhat less
fun. Nonetheless the late nights and the nice warm summer is much appreciated!

All the more so in context of the Zwartkops Air Force day which was brilliant. Hilton
Wolfe and his team at the Merc Club pull off an amazing event and as always | won my
flip in the helicopter and as always, it was amazing!

It really has become a regular event that is not worth missing - with a value for money
factor that cannot be over-stated. You walked away from there satiated both in the
body and mind.

Owing to my trip | missed the run to Deneysville in July - | flew out the night before
thanks to the schedules being full at this time of year, which | regret as | was really
looking forward to it. Blue Marlin will have come and gone and now it's the turn of the
Inter Club car quiz and of course the Atour - which | am dreading - taking MORE time off
work is not going to make me popular but, hey, tough.

Of course the BloodHound noggin was excellent - this is starting to get really exciting
now. Things are beginning to happen in earnest there and the car is coming together -
this thing is really happening!

On that front (yes, that was a subtle hint for those who can put two and two together) -
please register for the Indaba and soon. | see entrance fees have been reduced thanks
to hard work in finding more money from the sponsors and it's starting to take serious
shape and like BloodHound the Northern guys have unleashed a project that is set to
thrill and entertain. If you missit, you'll regretiitis all I can say!

William



The Northern Centres Annual Showday
A Happy Family Day at Kittyhawk Airfield

After an extremely cold week and a freezing Saturday, Sunday 28 June turned out to be
avery pleasant day, but only after a very heavy mist cleared.

As usual we were greeted by Bill Grieg at the entrance gate, who welcomed us, and
directed us to our respective parking areas. Surprisingly, many members braved the
weather, and there was a great turnout of MG owners walking about, viewing the
judging of the Concour Cars. Tops Only sported about 12 cars, all in spotless condition,
testing the judges’ ability in finding the best of each category. The we had the MG
public arena where there was a wonderful collection of all makes and models in the MG
range, most being in excellent condition. There were about 85 cars present on the day.

It was interesting to see so many MG members out studying these cars and comparing
their with others, gaining advice and assistance from each other. This is what these
showdays are all about.

While all of this was going on, the airfield was alive! Dozens of light aircraft flying in
and out of the Kittyhawk Airfield. This too was most interesting to find so many people
who were also pursuing their favourite hobby - “Small aircraft of all descriptions” from
hovercraft to helicopters, and really tiny aeroplanes. These people are just as
dedicated to their hobby as we are to our MGs.

We also found a very well organised dining lounge where great meals of all descriptions
were being served at very reasonable prices. There was aroaring fire in the eating area
inside, and for those preferring the sun, many tables were available outside in the

open.




JOURNEY TO SHOWDAY supmitted by Derek Spavin's son Gavin

SHOWDAY!

Thanks to Northern Centre for an enjoyable combined show day



SHOWDAY Submitted by Jenny Loader

Show Day was our first trip out to 'Kitty Hawk', a much spoken about venue so we were keen to see
what it was all about. The drive out to the east of Pretoria was not as far as we had been led to
believe especially as 'Jane Garmin' took us a quicker way home.

Our Magnette was not entered in the Tops Only' section and was parked in the ‘other’ car park. It
looked like there were enough cars on display to keep the judges busy, along with Northerns
members entering the ‘Comique’ and 'd'Elegance’ sections. The cold weather of the day before
may have kept some members away. The ladies congregated in the sunshine in front of the
clubhouse, enjoying catching up on news as it has been quite some months since everyone last
had an opportunity to chat, whilst the men walked and talked their way past the cars in the field.

A few small aircraft came and went from the runway, which added to the photo opportunities.
The venue is different and will be a good place for holding some of the Indaba events next year.
Allin all, lovely cars, good company and tasty food from the restaurant made for an enjoyable
day out.

Jenny Loader

PS Interesting to note that Rajesh introduced himself to Esra while at Show Day, taking the
opportunity to reminder Esra that they'd met way back around 1981 when Esra's MG TC had
broken down in Ladysmith while on the “Durban Dash”. Rajesh & his mates helped get the car
going again. (Rajeshhas5 brothers & they're all interested in MGs.)

A place to meet
friends - greetings -
from Glen & Hilde Concours d'Elegance - Chapman family team (3
Parker for Jenny moderns hidden from view)

Loader

Deep in thought
about things old;
= Shireen & Rajesh
\ Thulsie

chat to Pepie -

Gaspari about his The venue, Kitty Hawk Airfield, also to be used for
M-type the 2016 Indaba




Showday Pics

Some of the Top Only cars after judging

Some of the folk planning to do the MGA tour; Alex,
Mike, Pierre & Amanda, John & Mike

The interior of the club house was well heated - great
atmosphere for a cold winter’s day

The William Wave; that's it folks - Show Day over for
another
year

Trevor Beddy & Esra Martins checking up on things Submitted by Kevin Loader



PISTON RING SWOP MEET

Sunday 20 September 2015
Modderfontein

A reminder to collect all your “Bits & Pieces” to be sold on the

MG Youth Project Fund Raising Table

Arrange with William to have them collected.
Call 082 886 7114 or Cameron McLeod 082 822 0175

AUGUST () REGALIA

Description Size Colour Price
Tie . Blue R10
Ladies Blouse S Black R160
Ladies Blouse M Red R160
Ladies Blouse L Black R160
Ladies Blouse XL Red R160
Braai Apron White R110
Braai Apron Black R110
Ladies Umbrella BL, Yel, Grn R130
Ladies Scarf Red R75
Ladies Scarf Black R75
Beanie Red R45
Bean_le _ Black R45
Multi Tool Kit R215
National Cloth Badge Pocket R30

Please contact Anneke de Groot for requirements

radegroot@nashuaisp.co.za
011 802 3051 082900 1829 082 462 8335



A great old MGA story

Submitted by Kevin Loader

One day back in 1998 or thereabouts, Joe Texeira invited John MacKenzie to his
workshop to look at “a brilliant car”. It was Heyn Stead’s green MGA, which Joe had
just built with an MGB motor and 5 speed box. John sat in it, fired the motor, engaged
first gear, and moved all of 3 metres in the workshop, got out and said, “l need!!!”

Afew days later he bumped into Norman at the other Joe’s workshop, JC Auto. While
talking about MGAs (what else?!), he mentioned Heyn’s car and Joe said he had a Marina
engine. John suddenly remembered that he knew where there was an MGA. In 1990 he
had custody of a red 1500 roadster with twin cam running gear and deluxe seats. Not
only that but he knew it was for sale and as the then owner worked for him, a deal was
struck and before he even took delivery of it Bo Giersing insisted on seeing it to check
the numbers.

Afew months later, as John was telling Roger Pearce about his plan, he suggested doing
one of his 1935cc big valve motors, so Joe’s Marina engine became Engine
#RP1935/03BV (Roger Pearce 1935cc built in 03 Big Valve). At the time, Roger was
importing bits from Australia and organised delivery of a bell housing, to fit a Toyota
Cressida gearbox. It duly arrived and a mould was made as it is also suitable for MGB
conversions.

The body was sent off to Bob Baylis in Pretoria to get ironed out and the rust removed
and from there it was taken to JC Auto for painting. Green is such a difficult colour to
decide on, but luck was on John’s side as Justin Moore’s TF was in having a scratch on
the fender repaired and John decided it was the right colour so he asked Joe to mix him
abatch at the same time.

As you can see lots of people have had an influence on his MGA!

The wheels were next and Nick Parrot’s twin cam had just the ideal wheel, but he had
acquired them in the UK. However, John was sure we could find some here. He had 5
original twin cam wheels and acquired 4 widened ones from Clive Alexander. They were
of the welded rim offset variety whereas John wanted 6 inch inset wheels. After much
searching he found a set of 15x6 wheels from a Kia Sportage in a breaker’s yard in which
Nigel Stokes had an interest at the time. So off to Joe Tex with his old widened rims and
the Kia ones. John asked Joe to spin off the rims on all the wheels on his monster lathe,
and insert the twin cam centres into the Kia rims. He lined them up with the help of a
hub from Bob Baylis and, either by good luck or fine engineering (the latter he thinks)
these wheels do not have a gram of balancing lead on them.

After Roger mated the painted body to the chassis with engine and running gear
installed, the car was sent back to Bob Baylis for trimming of the interior, fitting the
hood etc and finally back to Roger to complete the wiring and fire the motor. John took
delivery of it in April 2004 and to date it has never missed a beat, thanks to all who
contributed to a very enjoyable fun car



€WS The Alfa Trofeo Race Series
at MIDUAAL RAGEWAY Ghampionships

By Cameron McLeod

Once again the youngsters from the MG Youth Project were invited to join in on the action as well.
Disaster struck for Paul Griffin (Sud) before the race had even started however when a broken oil
seal, during qualifying put paid to his chances of a decent race day.

RACE !: Pole man John Hendriks (Sud) led the pack through the first few corners with Jose Jardim
(Guilia Sprint) and Jose De Carvalho (155 GTATwin Spark) in tow. Christopher Tarboton (Berlina)
slotted into fourth position with Ralph Kernes (Alfetta) and Kyle Viljoen (145) hot on his heels.

De Carvalho was on an early charge as he passed Jardim down the straight to pick up second
place. Kerns followed his example and passed Tarboton to claim fourth, with Cameron MCLeod
(MGA) slotting into sixth. Phillip Hendriks (Sprint) was also making up for lost time as he passed
Viljoen through turn three to pick up seventh position.

De Carvalho continued his charge and passed Hendriks junior down the back straight to take the
lead on lap four. Hendriks Senior followed suit as he passed Tarboton to pick up yet another spot
as well. With the end of the race looming Kernes made a concerted effort to get past Jardim to
claim fourth an the penultimate lap of the race.

When the chequered flag came out it was De Carvalho who claimed the victory. Hendriks Junior
held on to second place with McLeod picking up two positions on the last lap of the race to claim a
well-deserved third position.

Race 1 RESULTS: 1 Jose De Carvalho - Best lap 1:22.999 2. John Hendriks - Best lap 1:25.915.
3. Cameron MclLeod - Best Lap 1:24.491 4 Ralph Kernes - Best lap 1:26.006
5 Jose Jardim - Best Lap 1:26.026 6 Phillip Hendriks - Best Lap 1:25.559.

RACE 2: The second race of the day picked up where the first one left off with De Carvalho
leading the field after the first lap. The battle behind him was closer than ever with a trio of cars
all fighting for the same piece of tarmac.

When the dust had settled McLeod, Hendriks Junior and Kernes emerged in what would turn out
to be a ding dong battle for the rest of the podium places in the race. Hendriks Senior was trying
to hold onto their coat tails, but just didn't seem to be able to match their pace.

The battle behind them saw Jardim and Tarboton involved in a tussle of their own with both
drivers being very evenly matched. Bhagved Singh (MGB) also had his hands full as he battled to
keep Viljoen and Anthony Theobald (Guilia) at bay. The second placed battle was closer than
ever with Hendriks Junior putting in his fastest lap on the penultimate lap of the race trying to
find a way past the MG driver.

But it was De Carvalho who crossed the line to take his second win of the day. McLeod only just
held Hendriks Junior at bay to claim second position -0.352 separated the pair as they crossed the
line!

RACE 2 RESULTS: 1 Jose De Carvalho - Best Lap 1:24.143 2 Camerom McLeod - Best Lap
1:25.205 3. John Hendriks - Best Lap 1:23.970 4 Ralph Kernes - Best Lap 1:24.859 5 Phillip
Hendriks - Best Lap 1:25.139 6 Jose Jardim - BestLap 1:26.527.

The fifth round of the championship will head back to Zwartkops Raceway on Saturday 18 July.
The new sprint race format has worked well and has now been adopted as the way forward tor the
category. Hopefully this will inspire more Alfa fanatics to get more involved with the fun and
action. Reported by Greg Reilly. Photographs by RacePics.co.za. View photographs on our
website.

The great racing action would not be possible without our valued sponsors. Alfa Trofeo Sponsors.



Deneysville Vintage
Motor Cycle Museum

17 beautiful, sleek, colourful & desireable MGs trundled along the banks of the Vaal Dam, crossed
over the Vaal River and entered Deneysville in the ‘goeie ou Vrystaat’. We all met at the
Blockhouse, with the sun pouring down on a typical Highveld Winter’s day, where we all set off in
convoy under the expert leadership of Esquire John GB (known to the rest of us as John Buttress!)

We turned down Alice Lane, a dirt road, a lo and behold, here was this cornucopia of Motor Cycles
awaiting us. The museum has a vast array of old and new bikes, which can be further split into
competition, off-road, dirt-track and any other form of motor cycling you can think of.

The memorabilia of the likes of great motor cyclists including Gary Hocking, Jim Redman, Paddy
Driver, Keith Zeeman, and the list goes on, abound on every wall within the museum. Outside
under an afdak, a fine collection of stationary engines which they have running for all to see, can
be found. After having filled our minds with all these treasures, we ambled up to the dining room
where we all partook in a typical Sunday Roast with veggies, ending off with a decadent chocolate
and Fudge pudding.

After much chatting we all headed home via Vereeniging.
To make it fair, this was a joint effort!

Clive & Tania
< e

i .




Indaba Newsletter No 3
July 2015
, Just 13 months to gol
Dear MG Enthusiast.

We are extremely pleased to announce that, due to the generosity of our major sponsor,
it has become possible to reduce the cost of the 2016 MG Indaba.

For those that register, R502 fee paid, before September 30, 2015, the Indaba cost has
been re-duced to a total of R3900 per couple excluding accommodation. A saving of
R600. (Single entries have been reduced to R2300)

Hence your total cost for the event is likely to be less than R6600 per couple, including
B&B accommodation at Villa Africa.

For those who register after September 30, the cost will be R4250, thus there’s a saving
of R250 to be had.

We have simplified the accommodation process, and for those who request an hotel, we
will fill Villa Africa first, and any overflow will be accommodated at Willows Country
Lodge. Bookings will be made on your behalf by the Indaba organisers.

Final accommodation costs should be available around the end of September when
have a better indication of the numbers, as we will be negotiating the rates on your
behalf. As mentioned earlier the total cost will be under R6600 per couple all inclusive.
Registration forms are available on our website www.mgcc-north.co.za/indaba2016, or
on request from this e mail address.

Arevised payment plan will be issued shortly.

™ {omem Hﬂl.a
-y

Villa Africe
Boutique Hotel

Banking details

FNB Account - MG Car Club Northern Centre, acc 62363284359, branch 252045.

Please send proof of payment to Hazell Eden at indaba2016@gmail.com or PO Box
11430, Silver Lakes, Pretoria 0054

Please pay by internet transfer to avoid additional charges. Please give your name as
reference.

Cash or Cheque payments will attract extra charges, please contact us if you wish to pay
this way.



CROFT

Close to the urban centres of Darlington, Middlesbrough, Newcastle and York, Croft Circuit brings the BTCC to
the northeast of England and thousands of passionate race fans. Though a relatively recent addition to the
BTCC calendar in the late nineties, the 2.1-mile circuit has been developed for over 50 years into a top-flight
racing venue.

Coming just before the ‘summer break’, Croft is always a pivotal round as teams seek to pull out an advantage
over their rivals before mid-season testing commences. 2013 saw a resurgent Colin Turkington haul himself
into the title battle with two wins and a second place while a bad tyre choice for MG took both Jason Plato and
Sam Tordoff from the lead to the back of the field.

BTCC 2015 MG-6 Racing Results

Drivers: Jack Goff and Andrew Jordan

Circuit Name Date Qualify Pos Racel Pos Race2 Pos Race 3 Pos
Brandshatch 4-5 April Goff 6 Goff 6 Jordan 7 Goff 2
Jordan 10 Jordan 7  Goff 9 Jordan 19
Donington 18-19 April Jordan 5 Jordan 4 Jordan 4 Jordan 2
Goff 13 Goff 7  Goff 8 Goff 31
Thruxton 9-10 May Goff 7 Jordan 6  goff 4 Jordan 2

Jordan 11  Goff 8 Jordan 7 Goff 11

Oulton Park 6-7 June Jordan 8 Jordan 4 Jordan 3 Jordan 2
Jordan O/AIl 4th 144 Pts Goff 18  Goff 7  Goff 9 Goff 8
Croft 27-28 June Jordan 6  Jordan 6 Jordan 9 Jordan 8

0o

Goff 10 Goff Goff 14 Goff DNF

Snetterton 8-9 August

Knockhill 22-23 August
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renderful Soulh Alnigan wine—as good a5 Australing and very reasomably priced. Wo
received our packets ofinformation al a gatnening of what scened ke (50 people au
Norm Ewing's ceay house on Sunday night. The house is g nasewn of MG naraphernalia,
artvork drcluding a prized Ken Dalason print), hoolks--hoth new and cld—every MG
model ever made, signs, mugs, plagques, eugine patts, clothing, several actual full-size MG
cars and 1he piece de resistance—-a iand-coryed woordan toilel seal with an MG logo on it.
We hiad only been in South Africa thres davs ang we were reeliig frosn MGamania,_and
this was ooly the begimnig!
The pext meraing, 6% of ue ezgerhy converzed o the tealn stativn with mouniains
of uggage - ncluding 16 MG hoard tha hparious Blue Traw for ooe 1000-mde Hip
across the Golden Crescent from Juhamesbury to Cape Town at the souther iip ol

Alricu. The cars were loaded inte special Juo-canying min cars, our fposac niled in



Yeanlifuliy-apprinted (but very small with the addition of o7 luggage) privace
compartrients  The appointraents included two cold splits of chancagee, 1o which was
heard from one very Pulka ratired SAAY, RAF tyne, who had flowan Mustangs i Korea,
"Jolly good show--har's oper!”

With beautiful seenery. pond food, good company. gocd spirits, the Train g
would have baer memarsile sosigh B fu tie entire trip, & groun of sight stabeart MG
ownors taced The tain, day and wahl, on the Fomtage road adlacent io the tracks. One
Jasting memory wikl be waking up on Tucsday morning and spotting outside the rain-swept
winduw, some 100 vards from dhae irain, twe specdiug MGBs, hell-bent [rr leather kicking
up plunees of spray as they charzed past ths trai Shades of Wolf Barento and his race
witth the Monace/Pacy Blog Vrain

A1 the Cape Town train station, we were groeed with champagne aud greal
enthsans by rhe Cape Town MG club; he pross was there 0 film the urdosding of the
card, a8 well s the vecent arrvels of the vace (who boat the tram by some fur hoursl)
And tie partying conitiied that night ai Cape Town's reacwned cackel cub, Cur
avmbers were mnning as we moved acrass Souch Africg picking ap ¢ar clue members In
each new atop. A highiight of Cepe Tosn was a lone along the spectacelar coast Lo the
Cupe of Good Tiope whers the Allantic Oeean eeis the lindia: Ocean viewed from a
provided us with rhe single apportunity for a "nigln off” o gartyicg, and Pait and 1had
a wonderfisl sesfond dinner alone a ane of the oy excelient restyursnts in the newly
hanile waler froat comphey, near our hotel.

From the Cage, vwe raveled by motorcoach. follewed (and occasicnaily passed) by
1 caravan of MGs of varying vinlages, on 2 fwo-day fip along the coast { Indian Ocean
zside) to Port Elizabeth. There was @ (o of wwading of passengers hotweon the motoreamh
and Lhe cars, so that those of us who wanted o gel a tste of the countryside fose an MG

could do so T even got a taste of diving, with 2 shard stiot hehind the wheet of Morm



Ewing's MGA {which later in the trip iost 2 maia beating, but honestly, 1 had aatleng to do
with thaty, We ook gur time. stappling at every major phato opoo oLy Gund & fow
mingr ones), inchuding sooeme vivwe of seascanes, pnrdens, parls, and for some reayon
known anly (o Norman Ewing, bridges. We wouid sometuncs pass a group of MGT types
ciystered along the roao. a hood opon and several heads hent over stacing Infenrly into rhe
ergane and we wonld honk and wave wildly, hoping Uil vee would sce Lher at (he et
stog. Thers was the useal confusion of somenne garting Inse. misunde:standing the

LSl Tucions o setiing off on thelr own without tedfing anvone sise, b w the end,

v ErvOte MLAde it fo thae night's stop and ag ong mis=ed a digner--car trouble cr o, This
gromp defipitely had dielr priormles stragnl’ Speaking of dinmer, wa spai 2 deligh il
veeht af & regort called Ashumead, on the hanks of 4 viver/canalinideland s that provided ve
another pecfect phole opoooeey foe 0Gs 1 think vur ledgings weere micked for their
abilities o show off (he cars L aizo provesed us with snother riotous dinner with onr
newly made South Afdcan fdends, Ken and Stuarl, who had raced the train, Gory and
Eam, veito had negh their cas on the cain and persomifed the beat of S Alrica's
Bezautizl Faople: aud Allur Oclins, ropresentiog First Baok, sponsors of the entive [ndsba,
ard vebio way & mocst TNy banker,

We aritved in the windy city of Pont Elizabeth, nov shighly road-weany, i
setiled into the reset/campgroond called 1he Willows an the rgred and windswept coast
east of rown Here we wore grocied eovhusieshioally by yoo more MG clob membars-—the
Port Ekzabeth gooup, who were respansible for the weekend's anlnities ol s rally.
concourse, suction and awquet Cior nombers comimted to sweil—the partos wore
pelting bigper.-and londer,

[he Concourse Teell was beld o0 a bsech Dozrdwalk In Purt Eleaboly, it was large
{rearly 200 cars), vet deliphi®ilv casual  Hort Blivabelb s kpuwn abernalely as The
Friendly {ity and The Windy City. and o Hved up to both naswes thet day. The wind was g

vrucl 20 knots all day ard blew everyone around quite 2 b 1o mas much toe vandy



sketch, but as it (o emphasize e casonl fiendiiness of the event. D was roped in to judge
the MGVA 2nd VEs will somve other poor sod who had ws glighuly more kooeviadge than
[did 1 .llE]{ﬂ:f. ‘here were eniy two exanples of tis class o visw and we bad planty of
heln from & resident sxpert wna used to own one ol the cars bemyg judged! This difeult
work mas topped ofT by & mageificers unch oF [ish 'n chips and husiesis of Castic Boer
wilh a fineen of our new best ionds in a convivial seaside pub called Barnay's, The
Coneourse was followad by a nyeo-swar hetweeen the differend car chies and & Concourie
d'Cormique. which had o e secn to b bebizved T owdll just say that the South Africans
dort take Lhemachy 25 00 theis cars ton sericusly. And w wake sue shat we werg all
cornpletely gxhaustea for the net dav's rally, mystery ron. driving test aad hill clirk, the
avening was toppad ofl with 5 spit braal (bavbeous 1o Us) and a spitited anction of-yes,
i gnessed i WO memorabiia.

The next day-was warmer and & goud deal Tess windy, which made the day's
outdoot events muck more enjovanle. The Mysiery Ride arpund Fort klizebeth consisted
of o st o direciinoal insmuctions 2id clees that needed o be flled 1n, vsoally requiting
soine gicane knowledge of MO histow (L e name of a forgoten racig car deiver wha
hed ance drven an 3G, weterspersed at varicus points of the Mystery Ride voere skid
pad tests—a chance 1o sques! tres and kewek ever road cones. 1t was fur o actually see
the ditference telween MOTH s wallowing through the cowse aud one ol the new WMils
blas: eround the same cones mometts later. Lweas mesn the spportunity t3 ¢ Gen
Millar's eo-pitat in his tricked cut MG and ! stis can't undesstand how we Gidn'l place;
umst Fave been 4 fudging ervor ol some S0,

That night was the Ll bip black-tie zet-tozaiher of the varlous M centres of
Sunch Africa, with 330 in attendance. 1 was & memerahle night m several wava: the wand
wais howling at pale farees with raw blowing &b a Y0-deeree siant, whach wade gelting
from our cehins scaktered along the rocky coast--In our dnery—-a parteular challenge,

capeciaily for the women  Orce i the banguet Jall, T was discovered that 15 wing



delivery lad oo beer made, due to sotns suwn, aod the ber's stock was zbou® 1o be
depletad Town was p loug wars Avear ang baaides, 10wns 8 Sanday ught so there was
rothi g open amemedy--we know we were n g o spol al thal moment! Rt the
evening was savad with the armvel of the wing trogk and the candfeiinlt dinner. repicte
with avards ceremnunies, weat on A special memoeoy Tor we s the posi-dinmer, pust-

i night, imprompiu gai-tegecher an the Trde har with 20 a5 50 of the niime movers of the
avent from Johaonesbure, Saflee i* o say i was o casy Lo goi up o paek and gowonan
aiplana lo Johanneshorg cetly the next woriing after this late-nizht calebrasion,

The final leg of the wip was & three=day 41 threuegh Kooger Parle the largest gand
reserve in AfTice This was done only by the everseas conlingent, about 20 of us, and we
wiere o @ small movmcesch, N vour movis-ctyle Tand Kowes, bart spal! srongh that we
ware 2ble 1o gat ofl he main biebw oy and fravel some of the dirt roads We sww ol the
Large Afdcon animals (save Cage Dulfale) and many ol the small anes az we peereg
thronagh the semastimes thick brwsh that curtzaned brch ddes of' the moad. ina way, it
whar 2 thp to Afnca s all aboul, at least what one gniicipates, bing b actualivy, i was
second to the warm iravel fendshins that were formed within the confines of the
metnrcoach and over dinners in the ey resony of the Winkder Liotel just oulzide the
TESCIN D

Tt was these Mendsmips pade thronghouot the trie that T refleeied upon during the
wizp-up parde beld gt the erand howe ol s merchant backer—ain just bagpened to te an
MG emwsiast as wall Arudsl e plasses of wine, the massive baraecne and fond
frewells, ! lad tdmato thinl of whit my expectations had bean--exctic places and paople.
-and what rsally had happened, svhich was a zood deal loss exotie, but 2 good deal miore
Yeae T hadd thowals T wordtd be spendg far eece dore moand arcound cars aud nstead
Loumd mysall vraoving primsndy U diverse coflection ol people priticipating in the event
The majority of cur Hire was med spent discussing e wondertil Gtthe MGs ol wors (he

haskdrons for e evens bur abaut rhe interesting lives led vy thelr owners and therr



pessengers-—wharever they were from, 1 remindsd mie about how irmporiant people &:¢ in
ot lives: withour tias connection, 1lese pachines that we worship would just
b machines. And that somehaw, that i3 what T want 1o convey o my painlkngs.
Skeiching? Paintag? Well, 10 be horest. there was never really encigh lme L
took Ints of photographs (naany of which Pathi asks. "now why sxacily &d vou take iy
froe ™ and "Wheare are the pictures of tic animals we saw?™) and ] hooe to use them in
seversl paintings § bave planed | B [ have te adnot the in locking back al-(he bip, 4

was an ennching experence 2l wnte iself and perhaps w sume way, Kat iz what will add a

certmin souneching Lo my work. [ catanly hope so.
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N@PrmanTalks!

An MG Month with Philippe and Jasma

Some months ago, discussing the 60th Anniversary of the MGA with Philippe, he
suggested | join him in taking the Ex182 Replica of the MGA to Silverstone. | told him
that | did not have a passport - silly me - but if | was able to get one in time | would be
keen. He suggested when | told him that I now had a passport, that | should come over a
week earlier and join him driving his late wife Jeanne’s ‘54 TF to Holland for the
European Event of the Year at Tilburg in a - wait for it - Safari Park! And days later a
suggestion that before | book maybe | could help him take a car down to Vichy for the
Grand Prix! The airfare to Geneva (he lives in Aubonne) was R15 600 via Zurich and via
Abu Dhabi R7 300 - it was a no brainer and | flew off to join Philippe and his six month
boxer pup Jasma on a month of motoring MaGic...more next month.

Norman

THE MIGHTY MIDGET

With our double-cab in for repair & gas supplies running low during mid-winter, enter the
"Mighty Midget” to the rescue. Had previously under estimated the Midget's packing space.

Kevin
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Some general notes on originality

We are frequently questioned about the importance of originality concerning the models that we
serve, in fact some people think that we might disapprove of changes that they wish to make,
sometimes even to the point of being apologetic!

This is only intended as a general guide to the spirit of the classic MG and its use in the 21st
century and our comments, having been in the trade since 1966.

Back in the 60s there was no recognised classic car scene except for prewar vintage cars, but
there were many, mostly young, enthusiasts who could not afford a modern car anyway but chose
these models because they valued them far above other more mundane old cars, considering
them worthy of preservation, although funds and mechanical knowledge were severely limited.
During that time there was a tendency to modify and update the cars in ways that would be
frowned upon today, such as the fitment of extra switches and gadgets to the dashboard, modern
fog and spot lamps, nonstandard interiors, vinyl hoods etc.

Generally the movement is now towards changing these features back to original specification,
but sometimes current owners assume certain features are original because they are not
obviously out of character.

However, owners of sports cars have frequently modified their cars and added accessories that
they feel enhance appearance, performance and convenience. Some parts, such as steering
wheels are used in preference to the maker's item. Other parts such as aeroscreens, luggage
racks, extra mirrors, gauges etc. would be chosen in relation to the type of use envisaged for the
car, whether racing, rallying or touring is to be undertaken. There were also many accessories
available from specialist manufacturers from heaters to hardtops, especially in the USA. Alloy
rocker covers and sideplates were especially popular along with different air filter
arrangements, sometimes required because of a carburettor upgrade or fitment of a
supercharger.

Some common cosmetic departures from originality include: Chrome plating parts such as engine
parts, headlamp brackets, tank straps, instrument panels and tank end plates (these last 2 only
show a plated edge) contrasting wing piping (originally matched paintwork), coloured carpets

(originally black), black hoods and sidescreens except for TA/TB and a few early TCs.

A great deal depends upon the owner's intended use of the car. If the object is to compete in
concours events, then the car cannot be too original, but many owners simply want the car to be
to their personal taste. It is rare to find anyone whose sole interest is to compete in concours and
willing to pursue originality as near as possible to exact factory specification.

Even then it is difficult in a very close contest for the judges to choose between one car that is
more original but less well finished than another. The writer has judged on a number of occasions
and has been faced with this dilemma. There is surely room for various approaches to restoration
and it would be somewhat dull if everyone restored to exact factory specification. Many TD & TF
owners like to convert to wire wheels even though these were only offered on the TF.

(MG offered a conversion for the TD only during TF production, so it is a moot point as to whether
this could be considered original for the TD).



(originally black), black hoods and sidescreens except for TA/TB and a few early TCs.

A great deal depends upon the owner's intended use of the car. If the object is to compete in
concours events, then the car cannot be too original, but many owners simply want the car to be
to their personal taste. It is rare to find anyone whose sole interest is to compete in concours and
willing to pursue originality as near as possible to exact factory specification.

Even then it is difficult in a very close contest for the judges to choose between one car that is
more original but less well finished than another. The writer has judged on a number of occasions
and has been faced with this dilemma. There is surely room for various approaches to restoration
and it would be somewhat dull if everyone restored to exact factory specification. Many TD & TF
owners like to convert to wire wheels even though these were only offered on the TF.

(MG offered a conversion for the TD only during TF production, so it is a moot point as to whether
this could be considered original for the TD).

Some owners feel that in order to cope with modern traffic conditions certain updated features
are desirable, such as 5-speed gearboxes, higher final drive ratios, brake servos, disc brakes etc.
Having not driven a T-Type regularly, the writer returned to using a TD fairly recently, and was
pleased to find that the standard machine felt safe and pleasant to drive in standard form. A5-
speed gearbox has now been fitted and the result is quite a transformation although some owners
feel that the original gearbox should be retained as part of the period driving experience.
Although the engine has been considerably modified, the standard brakes are found to be
excellent in spite of being accustomed modern braking systems for daily motoring. Electronic
ignition and an up-rated water pump are also installed.

To take an overview, personal preference will always prevail in the end. Few would re-paint or
re-trim a car in the colours that it left Abingdon if they disliked the combination. We are always
willing to discuss individual owners' requirements, so that the right decision is made at the early
stage. It is unfortunate if a feature is adopted because the owner is not aware that it is not
original, but a different matter if it is decided to make a conscious change because of personal
taste. The writer has changed a few small features on the TD, and when pointed out as non-
original the response is "yes, but | preferit."

Remember - it's your car!!

"I'have attached some suggested reading matter here, which is light and
easy to grasp!"

Thanks Kevin!!
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CROSS COUNTRY

Michael Brett &5 Associates Insurance Consultants

The Must Have Insurance Cover

Cross Country developed their Classic Car Collectors Policy for the collector by
covering a wide range of classic vehicles and incorporating all the benefits and
features expected from a Classic Car Collectors Policy.

Full comprehensive cover including private . Medical assistance and Medical Emergency

and pleasure purposes Evacuation RSA, Lesotho, Swaziland,
Territorial limits include Republic of South Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe and
Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique, Mozambique

Namibia, Swaziland and Zimbabwe . Emergency Roadside assistance
Agreed value basis of settlement . Cross border repatriation

Laid up cover . Vehicle repair, hospitality and repatriation
Wedding hire cover costs outside RSA

Wedding, events, exhibition use e Earned Loyalty 2 years claim free on the
Historical events liabilities insured vehicle — basic excess waived
Temporary detached parts cover . Excess Waived over 55 years of age
Cherished remains . Locks and Keys — limit R5 000

Reinstatement extension for total loss

Contact your broker: Michael Brett

E-Mail: michael@mbainsurance.co.za
Michael Brett & Associates CC (1990/10750/23) | 139 Beyers Naude Drive,Roosevelt Park, Northcliff | Tel (011) 888
2880 Cell 082 923 0666
Authorized Financial Services Provider 13150

Find out more: www.ccic.co.za

Cross Country Insurance Consultants (Pty) Lid | Underwritten by Renasa Insurance Company Limited
Cross Country is an Authorised Financial Services Provider 39547 | Registration Number: 2008/013847/07 | VAT
Number: 4020252203
Tel No: 011 2158800 | Fax No: 011 476 8205




For sfficient and friendly
service phone Alan or Denise
on
(011) 648 1831, 486 0021
Fax: (011) 486 0021

email; parts@scar.co.za

11 Westmeath Road,
Parkview, Johannesburg
P.O.Box 72045, Parkview 2122

Like heing first to drive
an MG up the Sani Pass,
we are first
in the business of
supplying parts for
your MG.



1 August 2015 Motoring Calendar

MG Johannesburg 2015 Events Calendar

Aug-15
Date Day Time Event  |Details Place Organiser (s)
06 August 2015 |Thurs 19h30 for 20h00 | Noggin inter club quiz Old Eds
393 Aureole
08 August 2015 |[Sat 12H00 Braai MGA TOUR send off Avenue, North
Riding Nick Parrott

Nick Parrott has kindly made his home available and will provide the braai fires.
Please bring your food, drink and chairs (yes, you can fit a couple of folding chairs into an MGA).
GPS co-ordinates: 526 03.118 E27 56.430

Directions to 393 Aureole Avenue from Jo'burg

Take the Malibongwe off-ramp from the N1 highway and turn away from town.
You will be going up a long hill through several sets of robots.
You will go past the robots at Banbury Cross (on your left) with Bellairs Mall on your right.

You will then pass MG Motors SA on your left.

You will come to a large intersection with Witkoppen (R564)
Turn left at these robots, towards Honeydew.

You will then travel approximately 1.3 km to the next set of robots.
Turn right here. This is Aureole Avenue.
Down the hill 0.8 km.
You will cross a sand road, which is Valley Road, North Riding Primary school on left.
Next gate on the right is 393, which is in large figures on the wall.
There will be an MG sign outside.

R d
09 August 2015 |Sunday 10:00 departure br:r;ljfr;st havard café rand airpost [Rand Airport
MGA Tour starts
13-Aug Thursday [today Tour
Sep-15
Date Day Time Event Details Place Organiser (s)
Norman
02-Sep Thursday |19:30 for 20:00 Noggin Norman talk Old Eds Ewing
Tom's East Rand Road Shelly And
13-Sep Sunday TBA Run House Run TBA Michael Dixon
Oct-15
Date Day Time Event Details Place Organiser (s)
01-Oct Thursday [19:30 for 20:00 Noggin MGA tour Report back |[Old Eds
10-Nov Sunday 10:00 departure  |Run TBA TBA
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THE OFFICIAL BROKERS TO SAMCA

SPECIALISING IN THE INSURANCE
OF CLASSIC, VETERAN AND VINTAGE
CARS, AT AGREED VALUES.

p—_
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i, ___:__.;#___, . -

FOR PERSONAL SERVICE CONTACT:
JACQUI VENTER
AT TEL (012) 471 1000
FAX (012) 471 1090
OR WRITE TO:
PO. BOX 74594 LYNWOOQOD RIDGE 0040

Indwe Risk Services (Piy) Ltd is an authorised Financial Service Provider
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