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Thinking of changing insurance?

Policy benefits included:

Salvage retention

Agreed value

Spare parts (up to a limit of 10% of the agreed value)
Limited business use

€ OF YOUI TEpc

Contact CSCIB
to find out more

CLASSIC & SPORTS CAR INSURANCE BRUKERS (Pty) Ltd
An Authorised Financial Service Provider

FSP# 44375 Tel: 011 483 60898 Cell; 0780132368
Fax: 086 663 8910 E-mail; admin@CSCIB.coza

We offer all other short term insurance facifities
Domestic household & Commerncial risks insuranca

CSCIB have highly personalised insurance packages that can include
your Classic and Colleclable vehicles
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PO BOX 52336 SAXONWOLD 2132 JOHANNESBURG

COMMITTEE

Chairman/Editor Bruce Dixon 082 457 8338  brucedixon@absamail.co.za
Co-Editor Michael Trollope 072 976 5505

Registers Tom Kirkland 082 445 6770  kirk1@lantic.net

Treasurer Tony Maybank 011 678 9267 tony@mgcc.co.za

Events Co-ordinator Norman Ewing 083 654 5433 mgewing@polka.com

Secretary/Regalia Jonathan Burke = 083 788 2060
Claudette@thompsonwilks.co.za
Claudia Dutilleux 071 612 2564
Standard Bank, Rosebank branch 00-43-05: Account Name &# “MG Car Club” 00 203 458 1

All Payments can be made directly into the MGCC Banking Account
Remember to reference your deposit with your name and preferably state your Membership No.

A Natter and Noggin is normally held on the first Thursday of each month at 8pm
The Old Edwardian Club, Houghton.
For more details see Motoring Calendar in this issue of “Thumb's Up!
Club Runs are normally held on the second Sunday of each month.

AFFILIATED TO THE MG CAR CLUB -- ABINGDON-ON-THAMES - ENGLAND

MG Car Club Johannesbutg Our Website: www.mgcc.co.za
Centre A 5
Is now on Whatsapp Our E-Mail: mgccs@worldonline.co.za
Please Contact Shelly Dixon Printed by John MacKenzie of Kalalex Business
On 082 686 5316 Forms & Systems Tel: 011 787-5620
WhatSApp To be added to the Group ) “«
INDEMNITY
All members, their spouses, partners, participating family and friends are required to sign an indemnity form.
DISCLAIMER:

Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this magazine are those of the contributors and are not necessarily those of the
MGCC or its committee. Availability, condition and veracity of items advertised for sale are not guaranteed by this club or its
committee. Whilst every care is taken in compiling the contents of the magazine and the advertisements, this Club, its committee,
officials and representatives assume no responsibility whatsoever for any effects arising there-from.



HOUSE OF ClLAssIicC
& SPOARTS CARS

70, Main Road, Knysna (N2)
Ph. 082 566 7897 / 081 325 1507
Email: info@hocasc.co.za
Website: www.hocasc.co.za

THE HOME OF THE MG - MGA...MGB...MG T SERIES...

We specialise in the sale and servicing of all MGs...

LOOKING
FOR AN MG
OR HAVE ONE
TO SELL?
PLEASE GIVE
US A CALL!

We are privileged to have had a wide range of these beautiful, very popular vehicles pass
through our showroom — all models and all colours...

Visit us at our spacious showroom at 70, Main Road, Knysna
(N2) — next to Total Garage — or give us a call.
www.hocasc.co.za




From

the Chair

We have a busy period ahead, Angela’s Picnic combined with Kimber's Birthday at Delta
Park on the 1st April, the Indaba in the first weekend in May and a combined Show Day
on 24th June. All this is happening with very little time in between for polishing up
those beauties.

At the SAMCA AGM on Thursday it became clear to me that the one marque car clubs
need a spark to regenerate interest. Members, like their cars are getting older, many of
the cars have been sold offshore and this is significant, as the cars are not now easy for
the younger generation to acquire. The youth are very important in ensuring the
continuing existence of these clubs. Anumber of clubs appear to have faded away and
those that remain have a dwindling membership. There is an initiative in the Western
Cape to combine all British Sport Car clubs into one entity and Sunday 18th March the
Jaguar Club held an auction to sell off the contents of their club house which is being
given up due to dwindling membership.

One club that seems to have cracked the formula for increasing interest and
membership is our northern neighbour - MGCC Northerns Centre. As we reported last
month they managed to get 40 beautifully prepared cars to display at Brooklyn Mall!
Many believe that having a well-used club house/pub has been the factor that has
attracted the members.

So far we have some 100 paid up members and | believe there are about 50 who have
forgotten to pay! We have published a list (elsewhere in this edition) of all those who
have paid so if you don't find your name on the list please pay. ShowDay on the 24th
June will likely bring some of these members back into the fold. Peppi the new
chairman has promised us that the NC will bring 60 cars to Show Day . Many of their
members manage to bring more than one car. We must match this number if not beat it.
Let us see if we can get back to the magic number of 200- start polishing and bring the
cars even if they have to be trailered, towed or pushed up the ramp!

Last Sunday's Run to French Toast, organized by Michael Trollope was great. The
Hartbeespoort Dam area has changed dramatically over the last few years and we were
amazed at the number of people frequenting the various venues. French Toast, has as
the name implies, a Parisian feel complete with Eiffel Tower and love locks fixed to
the bridge hand railing. The owner of the establishment is none other than Paul Kruger,
who is also a film maker, his other passion is the film set near French Toast called
Pretville. We enjoyed the comradery and the meal at French Toast and then we set off
to visit Pretville where we had delicious milkshakes at the period cafe.



The end of the DJ in Germiston was attended by many of our MG members and the bi-
annual swop meeting at Piston Ring, also a great meeting place for MG members.

The Rotary Club of Hartbeespoort is organizing a run later in the year that will tour the
area, commencing at French Toast and finishing up at Hartbeespoort Holiday Resort
which is owned by Simon Fourie the 'mad’ motorcyclist. | say mad as | knew him many
years ago and he is the chap who rode from Durban to Johannesburg in 3 hours to prove
it could be done! See the Rotary Club add elsewhere in this edition. Your committee
would welcome your articles for the magazine, ideas for events and input for the

Notice Board. g ﬁ
_ | -

The Kirklands

MG RUN to Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve
Sunday 13 May 2018

Just to meet every body's needs, there will be a shorter route, and a
longer route, as some members are asking for longer runs!

Short Route: Meet at Old Ed's, depart at 9.00am. Head towards the Blockhouse
Garage on the R51 “BUT”, before Blockhouse you will turn left onto the R550 to
Heidelberg/Nigel travelling eastwards, eventually you will see a Large Suikerbosrand
sign on right, at Entrance Gate, pay and proceed to Picnic Parking area. Look for
suitable shady picnic spot.

Longer Route: Find your way through Alberton, and proceed past Race Course, then
follow left fork to Brakpan. Stop outside of Carnival City, Hyla and I, will meet you
there, and depart together at 9.00am. Then proceed towards Heidelburg. At R550 4-
way stop turn right, cross over N3 highway after some distance look for large
Suikerbosrand sign on your left, proceed to entrance gate. Pay and enter the Picnic
Parking. Look for suitable picnic spot in the shade of the fynboss.

Bring your
PICNIC BASKET and DRINKS
Visit the Museum
Short Hiking Trails
On your way Home take one of the TOURIST DRIVES
through the Reserve 15 or 60km, all on tar.
Most scenic and enjoyable

Entrance; R30.00pp Pensioners R20.00pp Motor Vehicle R20.00
This has been especially put together for you




XPAG and XPEG block and head
casting numbers and logos

As most T type (and Y type) owners probably know, the
XPAG engine was originally derived from the 1140cc
PRI TE XPJM engine fitted to the 1939 Morris 10/4 series M.
The block of this engine, with bores of 63.5mm and the
familiar oval water transfer holes, had a prewar casting
number of 22500, and postwar casting number of 24144, although the
numbers did not always actually appear on the block. To give the 1250cc
of the XPAG engine, the bores were increased to 66.5mm by moving out
the four cylinder walls, but still retaining the oval water transfer holes. Thi
expanding of the cylinder walls to increase the capacity was later
repeated for the XPEG engine. The new block casting, used for the TB
engine, showed an octagonal ‘MG’ logo and a diamond Morris Motors
‘MM’ logo (see later) on the side, and had a casting number i24001.
Postwar, when the TC was introduced with engine XPAG/883, the block
was modified slightly to allow a timing chain tensioner to be fitted. The
was a new casting number24142, although it is not certain the new
number specifically elates to the tensioner. Later, the block casting
number became 24146 without any visible design changes, although the
Y and the TD engines did have the block drain valve moved forward from
behind the exhaust manifold. This 24142 or 24146 block casting
remained fundamentally unchanged for the TC, TD, Y, YT and YB until
1952, when a round water hole block was introduced. There was a slight
modification in July 1950, at XAG/TD/2985 and XPAG/SC/15405, when
the plinth holding the oil filter clamp was inceased in area to
accommodate a third securing bolt. This resulted in the casting number
changing to 24445. The ‘MG’ logo was retained, but the lower diamond
logo now contained a ‘W’ (see later), although on some blocks the
diamond is badly formed and the ‘W’ almost invisible.

Regarding the Morris cylinder head, it also had oval water transfer holes,
and may have had a casting number of 22812 or 22912 (prewar, not
shown on the heads) or 22950 (postwar, not confirmed). Howeve, when
the cylinder head was used on the XPAG engine, it showed the casting
number of 22952 and a plain diamond logo (see later), and this did remai
unchanged until 1952,

In mid 1952, changes were made to both the block and head castings to
encourage more water flow via the ear of the engine, and this was done
by making the oval water transfer holes smaller, and round, in section. Ar
additional change was made to the cylinder head to allow the use of %”
thread length spark plugs, compared to 2” thread length previously. The
revised block showed a casting number ofl68421, but the ‘MG’ logo

was lost, and only the diamond ‘W’ logo remained. The revised head
showed a casting number of168422, plus the plain diamond logo. There
was another subtle difference in the 168422 cylinder head, in that an
‘undercut’ was introduced below the inlet and exhaust valve seats, in the
opposite direction to the ports. This undercut is still there even when the
larger valves are fitted, and although less important for the exhaust ports,
means that the inlet ports are more efficient in the earlier heads. Thus the
earlier 22952 heads are the better ones to gas flo. Anyway, these new
blocks and heads were not introduced at the same time. The TD Mark Il
apparently gained the new head only (with further mods by MG to have
larger valves) on the 9-6-52 at engine number XPAG/TD3/17029; which i:
when, according to the June 1958 AKD834 TD Parts List, the TD3 code
for the Mark Il engine was introduced. It is not clear from the parts lists if
the Mark Il had the new block at the same time, although Blower (a book
covering the maintenance of MGs from the M type to the TF) implies that

Photos of casting numbers
All photos by Roger Wilson unless otherwise
accredited

24144 XPJM block casting number

24001 block casting number
Photo: Graham Louk

24142 block casting number
Photo: Bob Douglas

24146 block casting number
Photo: Chris Collingham



it did. However, both the TD, including the Mark Il, and the YB certainly
had the new block the next month; the TD on the 9-7-52 at XPAG/
TD2/17969, and the YB on the 22-7-52 at XPAG/SC2/17463. Finally the
standard TD and the YB were given the new head rather later on; the TD
on the 26-11-52 at XPAG/TD2/22735, and the YB on the 6-2-53 at
XPAG/SC2/17994. I'm sure all MG T and Y owners know that since
blocks and heads can be swapped around, then a totally round water
hole system must use the new (at that time) round water hole gasket, anc
any other combination should use the original oval water hole gasket.

MG (or Morris) appear to have made a significant change to these new
168421 blocks only three months after their introduction. In October 1952
the fixing for the distributor was changed fom a clamp to a cotter bolt.
This required the elimination (from the block) of the boss holding the
setscrew that secured the clamp, and the provision of a side-boss for the
cotter bolt. Obviously the drillings were changed, but in addition the top
machined surface on which the distributor sits was lowered by approx
1/8” - at the same time new distributors were introduced that had stems
shorter by 1/8”. However, there does not seem to have been any change
in the block casting number of 168421.

Late in 1953 the TF1250 was introduced, and this continued to use the
168421 block casting. The basic 168422 head casting was also used,
but for the TF engine, the heads were now machined by Morris Engines
Division to have the larger chokes (then assembled with the larger valves
as in the TD Mark Il. These heads were given the casting numbd68425,
shown on the heads using the "16842’ of the original casting number,
followed by a blank area where a 5 was stamped on. So either some
casting moulds were altered so that the last 2 of the casting number did
not form, or the last 2 was ground off after casting - then the 5 was
stamped on. The assembled engines were coded XPAG/TF, the YB had
by then been discontinued.

The final casting changes wee in 1954 for the XPEG engine, as fitted to
the TF1500. To gain the 1500cc (actually 1466c¢c) the bore walls were
moved out again (as previously mentioned). This resulted in the cylinder
walls between no 1 and 2 bores, plus no 3 and 4 bores, being ‘siamesed’
together. An additional consequence was that the round water holes on
the non-pushrod side were too close to the cylinder walls, so they were
also moved out by approx 2mm. The new block casting, still with the
diamond ‘W’ logo, had the casting numberAEF117. The cylinder head
had the same round water holes moved, and with the plain diamond logo
was given the casting numberAEF118, which was stamped on the
heads. To cast these heads, it is evident that some of the 168422 head
casting moulds were used (not those retained for the Wolseley 4/44), witt
changes to the internal sand cores to reposition the ‘moved’ water holes.
Then either the number area in the moulds was filled in so that a blank
area would be formed (most likely), or the 168422 number was ground of
after casting - then the AEF118 was stamped on. A new, round water
hole, head gasket was introduced to accommodate the larger bores and
the ‘moved’ water transfer holes. Although XPAG and XPEG heads and
blocks will fit each othe, the 'moved’ water holes will not fully line up with
the original holes, and gasket clamping in those positions could be
impaired.

The block casting numbers can be found on the forward left-hand side of
the blocks, and the head casting numbers on the upper head surface,
towards the front on the right hand side. Other numbers on castings
relate to the casting box number (single number) or the casting date
(numbers and letters), not yet understood with any certainty. All XPAG ar
XPEG engines were produced at the Morris Engines Division factory at
Courthouse Green, Coventry. There was a foundry at this site,

24146 block casting number
Photo: Mark Tullett

24445 block casting number
Photo: David Braun

24445 block casting logos from later TD Mkl
Photo: Bill Silcock

168421 block casting number



undertaking block and head casting, and as well as the casting number,
all MG blocks displayed the octagonal ‘MG’ logo and a diamond Morris
Motors ‘MM’ logo, and heads had a plain diamond logo — both blocks
and heads being the oval water hole units. The site had been opened in
1927 as a much larger expansion of the original ex Hotchkiss factory in
Gosford Street, Coventry, which did not have a foundry - castings were
sourced from outside suppliers. Completed engines and gearboxes were
then transferred to the MG assembly plant in Abingdon. However, from
July 1950, the ‘W’ in a diamond logo indicates that the 24445 block
castings and the 168421 block and 168422 head castings were
produced at a foundry in Wellingborough. In 1947 Morris Motors bought
the foundry of Thomas Butlin & Sons at Wellingborough,
Northamptonshire, and this foundry used a ‘W’ in a diamond logo. The
foundry also produced castings for the Nuffield tracto, and the same ‘W’
in a diamond logo can be seen on those castings. The Gosford Street
factory stopped engine manufacture in 1936 and become Nuffield
Mechanisations, so our engines and gearboxes were never made there.
After the war the factory building became offices for the Ministry of
Pensions and NI, and both the Courthouse Green site and the
Wellingborough foundry closed in 1981.

It may be noted that no mention has been made of the change from the
7% to the 8” clutch, which is when the TD2 and SC2 codes were

introduced; this is because no casting changes were made to the block.
Gearboxes have not been included in this article — the housing castings
have a different logo, and where they were cast and where the gearboxes|
were assembled is still being investigated.

The Wolseley 4/44 engine used the head casting 168422 and the block
casting 168421 in engines coded XPAW. However, the XPAW engine had
its dipstick in a different position, towards the front on the manifold side,
and all 168421 blocks have an extra boss in this position, which was
drilled to hold the dipstick tube — the boss for the MG dipstick tube
remained, but undrilled. The XPAW engines were also made in the Morris|
Engines Division factory at Courthouse Green, Coventry, with the castings
being produced at the Wellingborough foundry. The completed engines
were then transferred to the Wolseley assembly plant in Birmingham.

Roger Wilson
updated 28th February 201 8

Many thanks to David Braun, Chris Collingham, Bob Douglas, Barrie
Jones, Graeme Louk, Bill Silcock and Mark Tullefior contributing photos.

You can see a full album of photos of XPAG block and head casting
numbers and logos af]
https://www.icloud.com/sharedalbum/#B0v5idkMwnxi8F

168422 head casting number

AEF117 block casting number
Photo: Graeme Louk

AEF118 head casting number
Photo: Barrie Jones



Tables of casting numbers and cast logos with photos

Casting number T Type model Casting markings

Larger photo
=

MG logo and (possibly) MM in| X

= diamond

post war XPJM Morris 10 (for

reference for MM logo) Lo AL NCIEeIe

Larger photo

Early TC MG logo and MM in diamond

Later TC and TD up to 1950 MG logo and MM in diamond

TD 1950 - 1952 e el




No MG logo, W in diamond
lower down block

168421 TD from 1952 and TF 1250

No MG logo, W in diamond

AEF117 TF 1500 XPEG
lower down block

Block and head casting numbers with engine number of introduction

Prewar - oval water holes Casting logo Engine number at introduction
Model B

Block 24001 MG + MM XPAG/501

Head 22952 Blank diamond XPAG/501

Postwar - oval water holes
Model TC,Y, YT, TD, YB

Block 24142 and 24146 MG + MM 24142 = XPAG/883
Block 24445 MG + W 24146 = XPAG/SC/1001, XPAG/TD/501
Head 22952 Blank diamond 24445 = XPAG/TD/2958, XPAG/SC/15405

Postwar - round water holes
Model TD, YB, W4/44
Block 168421 w 168421 = XPAG/TD2/17969, XPAG/SC2/17463

168422 = TD Mark Il only XPAG/TD3/17028]

Head 168422 w XPAG/TD2/22735, XPAG/SC2/17994

Model TF 1250

Block 168421 W XPAG/TF/30301
Head 168425 W XPAG/TF/30301
Model TF 1500

Block AEF 117 W XPEG/501
Head AEF 118 W XPEG/501



Has you MGCC payment slipped your mind”’

MGCC Jhb Centre

Subs payments for FY2018

Surname Number Christian

Barrow 2,185 |Brian (Ann) Reid 928 |Graeme

Bezer 3 [Ruth Stewart Richards 474 |Brian Albert

Boshoff 2115 [Koos Roediger 1,434 |Paul Karl 'Eric'

Brett 1,680 [Michael (Louie) Saffer 2,204 |Doron Daryl

Brink 1,867 [Abraham John (Abie) Schiering 359 |George.

Brown 1,869 |Graham E. (Sandra) Schimmelpenning 1,022 |Henk

Bull 274 |Roger Peter Schweizer 269 [Rolf Peter (Judith)
Burke 2,214 |Jonathan Patrick W G Dr. Singh 2,095 |Bhagved

Burton 4 |Keith Singh 2.146 |Jaswant(Ash)(Mahandhree)
Buttress 1487 |John Garry (Joanne) Singh 2,094 [Sudev

Carstens 1.816 [Mark Jonathan Smyth 2,048 |Clifford John (Wendy
Cass 1.473 llan Devereaux _ (Daphne Standing 766 |Gavin Francis Patricia)
Clarke 2.133 |Robin (Liesel Steyn 1,220 |Peter

Colling 2,222 |Braden Stonefield 1,841 [Brett (Nicole)
Colverd 780 |Chris Sutcliffe 1.925 |Patrick John (Joanne)
Combes 2,051 [Peter D Thulsie 2.189 [Rajesh

Cooke 2,201 |Tim Townshend 634 |Nigel J

Couling 1.750 |Alex (Maureen Tollope 703 |Michael

Cuninghame 225 |Stewart (Thelma Uys 613 |Sonja J

De Castro 1.629 |Anita (Joe) | Van Hell 71 |Pierre (Amanda)
De Castro 2.006 |Carlo Vercellotti 2,170 |Greg(ory) Nello (Les) |
De Groot 2,045 |Rudi (Anneke) Watson 130 |Keith (Noel)
Dewar 1,043 [Alex Watt 276 |Mike Campbell

Dixon 140 [Bruce (Carol Wear 1.799 [RichardCharlesHenry(Eleanor)
Dixon 2,158 |Gary (Kim) Westwood 2,031 |Violet (Vi) (son Kevin)
Dixon 2,142 [Michael (Shelly) White 2 |Graham

Dutilleux 2,221 [Len Dtr(Claudette Winterstein 1.895 |Clive (Tania Borges
Edmonds 2171 |Peter Woodall 1,542 [Gary W

Erasmus 1,978 [Hendrik(Hentie)BrinkD(Jeanne) Woodhams 637 {Brian

Everson 1.714 |Randall Total 98

Ewing 5 |Norman Macdougall _(Pat)

Faul 2,180 |Peter (Paul Spencer) |

Fincham 2,203 |Dav(e)id Cecil(Sanet deWitt

Furness 2,190 [Peter (Georgina) |

Gilchrist unknow(Fred

Greig 1,079 |Daphne

Hain 970 |Stuart Douglas _(Margaret)

Haines 2,205 [Howard

Herman 1.551 |[Rod K (Sharon)

Holt 459 |Dave A (Heather)

Hutchinson, 1.646 |Leonard (Kalipso)

Johnstone 2225 |Dean

Jones 2,041 [Roy (Janet)

Kelly nee Croft 2,075 |[Wendy (Thomas William)

Kirkland 2,061 |Ray(mond) dgter(Joanne)

Kirkland 990 |TomE. (Hvla) |

Knowles 1,519 [Gavin (Neville - father)

Langsford 2135 |Derek

Langsford 2223 [Wally

Leqg 2141 |Edward (Patti)

Leppan 2,159 |Ray(mond) J (Melanie)

Loader 1,896 [Kevin (Jenny) . . .

Maclldowie 2,082 [Peter M (Cherry) This list is all the members
MacKenzie 143 |John o .

Martins 104 |Esra who have paid their

Maybank 85 [Anthony (Tony ) Roy . .

Ml eod 2122 [Les (Marleen) SUbSCI'IptIO”S fOI' 2018. If you
Meiring 27 |John

Mogaridge 380 |James Eric name does not appear please
Mourao 2,224 |Sergio (Ligia) | .

Norton 367 [Rodney HG_(Jocelyn)] contact Tony or if you have
QO'Hara 2,069 [Alan

Parker 2,110 |Glen Leslie (Hide) | forgotten to pay you know
Parker 2,109 |Steve(n) Glen (Hayley)

Parott 923 [Nick what you must do!!

Pearce 77 [Roger (Lorraine)

Phillips 2.186 |Glyn

Picas 63 [Costa (Petro Stone

Price 1.511 |Peter William

Reid 928 |Graeme




Last Sunday's Run to French Toast, (its
full name is French Toast Koffee Kafe)
organized by Michael Trollope was

w great. The Hartbeespoort Dam area has
"\/ changed dramatically over the last few
years and we were amazed at the

number of people frequenting the
various venues.

French Toast has as the name implies, has a Parisian feel complete with Eiffel
Tower and love locks fixed to the bridge hand railing. The owner of the
establishment is none other than Paul Kruger, who is also a film maker, his other
passion is the film set near French Toast called Pretville. We enjoyed the
comradery and the meal at French Toast and then we set off to visit Pretville
where we had delicious milkshakes at the period cafe. For those wanting to do
the trip on their own on a Sunday - get there early. Also entrance to Pretville is
freeif you goinaclassic car andin fact if you are a pensioner.

We chose the route from Old Eds and then meeting up with others at the
Witkoppen Total Garage. This route avoids the traffic at Monte Casino traffic
but has the danger of mad motorcyclists. There were 9 MGs with four of those
being modern TFs - a sign of the times or the weather forecast!. With the
popularity of the venue we were not allowed to book a table after 10h00 so
when we arrived we had to sit around until a suitable large table was freed up.
There is reasonable parking available and we were surprised to find Robin and
Lizel already seated waiting for us- their Twin Cam already parked making the
number of cars up to ten. The food was good and reasonably priced

MG contingent @ French Toast. Thanks Michael (back row between
Robin & Jonathan) for organising the outing.




A view from under the Eiffel Tower gt

4 -
(9 /)Ié > 4 04, N

French Toast poster: A journey
to Paris to find the truth

A few folk at the
MG lunch table; it's
a popular place

as we all had to

A Harry Potter scene? Nope, welcome to Pretville.
Many MG folk exploring the set

Good mates, Bryan & Ray



Let us introduce you

to Anita "Marilyn" de

Castro love locks & Bryan trying to
sit on the bicycle seat

Bruce & Joe at the bar ready to take a sip from
their milkshakes in between sentences

Citroen & MGs @ French Toast

The Eiffel Tower model @
French Toast, together with

o o

3

-

. WA

One's love declared & sealed

Alex, Robin & Leisel having a good
natter at the other end of the table

Now who wouldn't want a milkshake from
these 3 young lasses?

Submitted by Kevin Loader



N rmanTalks!

Pat and | travelled through with Carol and Bruce Dixon to the Northern's Centres
Fortieth Anniversary Noggin as guests. It was an evening of pure MaGic put on with a
supper supplied by the Beddys and Cradocks to acknowledge the efforts of the centres
pioneers to form their very own “official” centre.

So it was great to see again Robbie and Eve Breebaart, Sandy and Cathy Sharp, Freddie
and Betty Geater, Heyns and Ann Stead, Bill Ten Oever and Gareth “Noddy” McConky
who with the exception of the Sharpes and Geaters had flown up from Cape Town
especially for the function. Sadly Lucille Ten Oever was unable to join the party.

The old saying that 'a picture is worth a thousand words' aptly described the slide show
put on by Sandy and narrated by Heyns at this event covering all of the forty years. MGs
(and their custodians) are so photogenic!

The first ten years of the Johannesburg Centre history was greatly influenced by the
enthusiastic group of MG enthusiasts who attended EVERY noggin and run
notwithstanding that it involved a seventy mile (before kilometers) return drive to
attend the noggins and runs. The late Peter Noeth was a part of this merry band and
along with Clive and Mark Mulder contributed in every possible way.

Robbie and Eve had a wonderful ‘A’ frame house on a piece of land on the
Bronkhorstspuit road which was offered as a venue for driving tests / picnic venue. It
was there that | took that iconic picture of John Meiring “Bundu Bashing” in Lady
Hamilton that Dick Knudsen used in his “MG World” and TC books. And it was there after
the run that | was appointed by Sandy, Freddie and Peter to help with the formation of a
Northern Transvaal Centre. At the time there was a club rule in the UK that centres had
to be at least 50 miles apart. There had been talk of the Pretoria group forming an MG
Club within the POMC (Pretoria Old Motor Club) which | found horrifying and after the
effort put in to form an official centre in Johannesburg in 1969 with the help of the
General Secretary Gordon Cobban | felt this was the one person who could help. Our
World Trek in Midgy had brought us very close to Gordon and Elsie and so | wrote a long
letter listing all the reasons for an MG Centre in Pretoria to be recognized. The fuel
crisis, the distance that Pretoria members had to travel to the Johannesburg events
and even the fact that Afrikaans was the first language, of many of our friends, came in
the request.

Gordon wrote back to me that he felt this was a request that deserved special attention
and lo-and-behold the MG Car Club Northern Transvaal Centre was born.

As they say - the rest is history. After we met with Elsie and Gordon in Holland in 1980,
they were convinced to visit South Africa to stay with us. Sandy Sharp had designed a
special Northern Transvaal Centre badge (and later the club house) and a special
plague commemorating the Cobban's visit and special run in their honour was
presented to them. This plaque remained at the end on their table at the entrance to
their home in Sheffield. Awell- loved memento from a special South African Centre.
Octagonally

Yorman



Bruce presenting Robin Clark with the Derek’s collection of trophies; Victor Ludorum
Safety Fast trophy & South York's trophy for enthusiasm

The prize giving took place at the March Natter and Noggin. Unfortunately two of the
recipients, Jeanne Erasmus and Anneke de Groot were not able to attend and offered
their apologies.

Robin Clark and Derek Langsford were thrilled to receive their floating trophies. The
club made a decision some years ago that the trophies be retained as in the past some
disappeared and in the last few years we have given some small token as a 'take away'
prize. Last year this was a MG cap and as a possibly misguided token this year we gave
away a bottle of wine with a suitably printed label. Mis guided as both Robin and Derek
don't drink the stuff. Anyway it can stand on the shelf gathering dust along with the
other MG memorabilia. Hopefully Jeanne and Anneke will enjoy the odd glass.
AWARDS:

Jeanne Erasmus - Victrix Ludorum Derek Langsford - Victor Ludorum
Robin Clark - SAFETY FAST Anneke de Groot - Doreen Evans Trophy
Derek Langsford - South York Trophy for the most enthusiastic member
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BLOODHOUND

Trials at Hakskeen Pan, during September 2018
Hoping to reach 500 Miles per Hour

After much excitement and hype, over the past years in our magazine regarding this
attempt at reaching the speed of 1000 miles per hour. It has now been finally decided
that during September this year, the '‘Bloodhound’ will be here to undergo tests. While
here, Andy Green, the driver, will be doing rigorous tests and will be aiming at reaching
a speed of 500 mph. The main aim this year is to assess the performance and
reliability of mechanical parts, steering, brakes etc. They are hoping to be able to
return each year, and increasing their speed each year, until the record has been
achieved.

Should you want to follow up on this exciting project via the internet. enter
'Bloodhound SCC in South Africa’. Awealth of information comes up, including clips of
their previous tests in the UK. Or also enter 'Hakskeen Pan Bloodhound’ and see more
interesting Facts.

Andy, has already got 2 major Land Speed Records under his belt, and is about to
achieve another in the near future. Believe it or not, it only takes 36 seconds to
achieve thisrecord, from start to finish.

Do you want to book one of the 500 seats at Hakskeen Pan? Then jumpinnow -- It will
only cost you something in the region of R42,000 to R84,000 per seat. And, any
payments made will not be refundable.

ENJOY YOUR BROWSING!!!
Tom Kirkland

Lots of adjustments taking place in the DeGroot household with
Rudi now being well cared for in Unique- a frail care facility.
e Anneke is very happy with the care being given to Rudi and we
& ave sent our very best wishes to him.

orman visited Graham White recently who is in a care facility
having had a hip replacement and needing care during
rehabilitation. Graham is a founder member of this
club and in fact member number two!

MGCC CENTRE

@ Is now on Whatsapp MGCC-JHB NATTER

Please Contact Shelly Dixon For general chats
On 082 686 5316

WhatSApp To benadded to the Group

For serious notifications

Please Contact Shelly Dixon

On 082 686 5316
WhatSApp To be added to the Group

All members: Please let us know of any
happenings in YOUR lives
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When: 22" July 2018 [Sunday)

Start; French Toast on R511 in Hartbeespoort {just befare tha Sedlha Plaza)
Time: Coffee and Jight breakfast frorm 07h00

Start: First cars away at 08h00 {Feld limited to 200 cars)

Length of route approx. 45km with various stops with challenges for each team. Mystery prizes to
be won along the way.

Finish: Hartbeespoort Heliday Resort {on the R513 hetween Damderyn and the Brits Road R511])
Cars will be on display to the public until 13h00.
13h{0: Prize giving and handing cut of metal car badges to all participating entrants.

Lunch will be gn sale at various stalls selling food and cold drinks which will be manned by
member of the Kuierkerk or you can make use of the restaurant on site. A beer tent will be run by
Hartbeespoort Holiday Resort.

The Hartbeespoort Holiday Resort {owned by ex-motor cycle racer Simon Fourier} has been
opened up to us free of charge and there will be no entry fee for any visitors on that day. He has
plenty of bungalows, chalets, tented camps and caravan area for those wanting to stay over for
the weekend.

How da you enter: We will be opening up an on line wehsite which wili go live on the 27" March
2018 to enable you to book on line to enter. The web page will be www . hbpclassiccar,co.za. Cost
to enter on line is R200 per vehicle. ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE ENTRANCE FEE FOR THI5 EVENT
WILL BE DONATED TO CHOC CHILDHOOD CANCER FOUNDATION.

All accommodation still to be hooked directly with Donne Gunn at info@tourismiriendly.co.za.

For thuse arriving for the weekend, “French Toast” will he showing the “GOODWOOD FESTIVAL OF
SPEED” on the big screen on Saturday evening, the 217 July. We will meet from 16h30 and the
movie wilt start at 18h04. Entrance fee of R100 will include Hamburgers and beer feold drinks pius
the movie. If there Is sufficient interest French Toast are prepared to open their restaurant for
thixse wishing to have a sit down meal, hawever, we need to have an idez of numbers hefore the
time.

Any enquiries contact elther Ron on 0824450373 (e mail: mzlron@ mweh.co.za) or Glen on
0832635326 (e mail: glen@rossint.co.2a).
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rectlons to the Indaba

Suggested Route to 2018 Indaba -
Using Non-Tolled Route - “T” Types
and others - Thursday 3rd May 2018

Meet at Engen-One-Stop Block
House on the R59 to Vereeniging
[Time will depend on whether
anyone wishes to go on the Mid-day
Power Station Tour].  No need to
have refreshments at the Engen since
we will stop at OJ's in Heilbron. +- 80

" km. On the R59 towards Sasolburg

watch carefully for the off ramp to
the R57 which then leads towards,
Heilbron 55km and Petrus Steyn.
Take the first turnoff left to Heilbron
and watch for really high speed
bumps. As we enter Heilbron turn
right into OJ's at the Total garage, for

. refreshments.

On through Heilbron R57 to Petrus
Steyn - 46km then to Reitz on the R57
-31km. Through Reitz R57 to Kestell

_ +- 65km turn left at Kestell onto the

N5 towards Harrismith then before

94 Harrismith right +-40km onto the R74

& towards Bergville and the Berg

Resorts. Pass Sterkfontein Dam, then
later Little Switzerland +-35km then

. Langekloof and on to find the left

turn to Drakensville.

Total Distance estimated to be
400km from Blockhouse. 6 to 7 hours
with stops.

Rodney practicing to be an economist? Nope, sharing
details of the route to the KZN Indaba




Like being first to drive
an MG up the Sani Pass,
we are first
in the business of
supplying parts for
your MG.




MG Advertising

As arelatively new member of the MGCC, | thought it would be fun every
now and then to look at some of the advertising used by MG to attract the
buying public in the past. Looking at these adverts with today's eyes and
sensibilities, | doubt some would even get published now. Some seem a
little obscure but probably meant more at the time they were current.
If you have any adverts of interest to the MGCC, especially if it is specific
to South Africa, email a copy to me at jonathanb182@gmail.com and we
will put them into the Thumbs Up.
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1953 MGTF for sale. Fully restored- L1?<r:enced
and registered. Asking around 500K negotiable.
Call Rajesh on 0813540612.

1982 MGB Roadster for sale. Unrestored
original car. Black in colour . Engine
previously Overhauled. Licenced and
registered. Asking R130 000-00.

Call Rajesh on 081 354 0612

MGB GT
1971/2. Teal blue. Tan interior. Webasto roof

MG TC
1945 (15th off line after the war)
Chassis number 0265. Green Body and interior.

Please call to make a time to come and see. Open to all offers.
Tel: John Leishman 076 377 6366

This MaGnificent 1980 MGB R/B is
available complete with minilites etc .
Call Gill Marguerite on 082 688 0733

44 years of an Edwardian MG [built 1936 in
King Edward 8th reign] - it is time to find a
younger custodian of the elegant MG SA
Tickford Coupe which lives in McGregor.
Extensive work history available. Formerly
owned by the late Phil Howie and driven up
Munro Drive by Phil Hill - see "Norman Talks"
December 2017

R680k to the "right home"” Keith Poole
k-mpoole@lando.co.za or 023 625 1306
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AFFILIATED TO THE MO CAR CLIUB » ABRIMNGDON-0OM-THAMES » EMNGLAND
Forthcoming Runs, Noggins and Events.
April Noggin - Thursday 5 - History of Lady Hamilton by her custodian John Meiring

April run - 1 (April Fool's Day!) - we plan to celebrate Kimber's Birthday at
Angela’s Picnic at Delta Park Get there early to avoid the traffic and get a slice of
cake. We will have the usual spot on the far right corner near the kiddies play area.

We meet there. Travel
along road number three
and follow the directions
given at the gate. A
donation towards Hospice
is required. Please give
generously.

Direction to Angela's
Picnic

May Noggin-2 May

This will be a break from
tradition, this is a
Wednesday as the Jhb %
contingent is leaving early T

Thursday for the KZN -
Indaba. We have invited

the Northern's Centre as

well to meet with the =
French visitors to the

Indaba.

May run - 12 May. Tom Kirkland has researched and organized a run to Suikerbos Nature
Reserve Run. This will include Cultural visit through Heidelberg, viewing the Town
Hall and several Churches, and a visit to the local roadhouse. We will set up something
of interest, and should have a good turnout. Details to follow
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CROSS COUNTRY

Insurance Consultants

TheMust Have Insurance Cover

Cross Country developed thE-CIass‘ic'_-C?r Col-le-cfas_Prdlic?for' the collector by covering
a wide range of classic vehicles and incorporating all the benefi ts and features expected
from a Classic Car Collectors Policy.

Full comprehensive cover including private
and pleasure purposes

Territorial limits include Republic of South
Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique,
Namibia, Swaziland and Zimbabwe
Agreed value basis of settlement

Laid up cover

Wedding hire cover

Wedding, events, exhibition use
Historical events liabilities

Temporary detached parts cover
Cherished remains

Reinstatement extension for total loss
Medical assistance and Medical Emergency
Evacuation RSA, Lesotho, Swaziland, Namibia,
Botswana, Zimbabwe and Mozambique
Emergency Roadside assistance

Cross border repatriation

Vehicle repair, hospitality and repatriation
costs outside RSA

Earned Loyalty 2 years claim free on the
insured vehicle — basic excess waived
Excess Waived over 55 years of age

Locks and Keys — limit R5 000

Contact your broker: Michael Brett

E-Mail: michael@mbainsurance.co.za
Michael Brett & Associates CC (1990/10750/23) | 8 Knoppiesdoring Street, Randpark Ridge
Tel (010) 140 1007 | Cell 082 923 0666
Authorized Financial Services Provider 13150

Find out more: www.ccic.co.za

Cross Country Insurance Consultants (Pty) Ltd | Underwritten by Renasa Insurance Company Limited
Cross Country is an Authorised Financial Services Provider 39547 | Registration Number: 2008/013847/07
VAT Number: 4020252203
Tel No: 011 215 8800 | Fax No: 011 476 8205
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THE OFFICIAL BROKERS TO SAMCA

SPECIALISING IN THE INSURANCE
OF CLASSIC, VETERAN AND VINTAGE
CARS, AT AGREED VALUES.
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FOR PERSONAL SERVICE CONTACT.
JACQUI VENTER

AT TEL (012) 471 1000
FAX (012) 471 1090
OR WRITE TO:
PO. BOX 74594 LYNWOOD RIDGE 0040

Indwe Risk Services (Piy) Lig is an authorsed Financial Service Providar

&



