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I would like to start my report by apologising for the 

delayed magazine this month. Unfortunately, midyear 

busy season caught me off guard, and with the 3 big 

events in June it then compounded in to July. It is my 

fault and I take responsibility for the delay.  

Happy Happy Birthday Joburg centre! The thought of 

50 years of friendship and memories is an astonishing 

one, life-long MaGic family whom hold dear places in 

our hearts. On top of that, the achievements done by 

the club over the years are really awe inspiring. With 

that in mind, the only appropriate June Noggin was 

one where members shared their stories and their 

memories.  

Recollections of Graeme White, given by his close 

friend Martin Pomelroy, memories from Stuart 

Cunningham about the Champion 500, Stories of 

space adventures and alien abductions from Kevin 

Loader, Pierre van Hell shared his experiences taking 

F1 drivers around Kyalami for the drivers parade 

before the grand prix (and may or may not have been 

over animated in his driving style) and Allan Uzzel 

reminiscences how they managed to get the one of 

the clubs precious sterling silver trophies back from 

Rhodesia. 

All were lovely stories with loads of laughs and 

comradery. It really was a fantastic evening with a 

phenomenal turn out!  

Next was showday. What a scenic venue! A full 360 

view of Pretoria while still having historical structures 

right next to you. Not to mention the beautiful drive 

up the twisty roads, even managed to spot some 

Zebras early in the morning.  

I was lucky enough to be involved in the judging of the 

competition cars. It was amazing to see all these cars 

in such great condition. We really had to split hairs to 

separate some cars, which is when the small details 

really start to matter! Well done to all the 

participants! 

The final event for June was the historical club run to 

celebrate our golden Jubilee. We started at the old Six 

guns steakhouse (in modern day times, now a 

Woolworths) in Linksfield. We then took a drive to 

Ontdekkers and then straight all the way down to Jack 

Taylor airfield! I have included the route guide if 

anyone missed out! 

The airfield was breath-taking! (Those who were there 

will understand) although it is the best way to describe 

the event! Beautiful planes (with incredible 

engineering) and loads of MGs!  

One of the goals of the day was to recreate a great 

photo taken at the 10th anniversary and I personally 

think its remarkable photograph (it is the aerial photo 

in the 50th section). We all had a fantastic day. We are 

hoping to return soon, possibly even for Christmas 

lunch. None of this would have been possible without 

Norman and Anita, thank you so much for all your 

assistance. 

The last note I would like to mention is for the 50th run 

in September, we will be selling special addition 

regalia. Jackets, jerseys, golf shirt to name a few. A 

detailed list with pictures and prices will come out 

soon. Please get your orders in as soon as the list is 

published, if you would like the items for the 

September trip. Otherwise the items will be delivered 

after the trip. 

Safety Fast! 

Mike 





Noggin Summary  

A special evening celebrating in the memories of the last 50 years. 

A special thanks to Kevin Loader 

and Roger Bull for suppling photos 

for the evening  



Noggin Continued   

Some special memories shared on the evening from 

legends such as Martin Pomelroy, Stuart Cunningham, 

Allan Uzzel, Norman Ewing, Kevin Loader, Pierre Van 

Hell. Just to name a few… 



Notice Board   

If you have any pictures of your cars in unique locations, or any 

news you wish to share with the club. Please email 

michaeltrolley@gmail.com 

FJ Story continued 

This is an update on F J’s progress from his horrific accident. 

He was fitted with the prosthesis, went through rehabilitation and thereafter practised walking, running and so on. 

To obtain an MSA racing licence he had to meet with their minimum standards. As a result he practised in his dad ’s car, getting in and 

out as fast as possible, driving the car around the suburbs until he felt he was adept. 

MSA agreed to test him on Thursday 4th July and issue him a licence if he met their standards. 

A very nervous youngster arrived at Zwartkops raceway to drive a racing car in anger for the first time in 7 months.  

The tests required him to alight the car in 8 seconds and to drive the car around the track. 

F J did the 8 seconds test in 3 seconds, and his driving was tops. He passed the tests with flying colours! 

A tribute to the young man’s determination and guts. 

Thank you to Peter Du Toit for making the track available for the test, and to MSA. 

Thank you to all who have assisted in his recovery and to the various clubs who have asked their members to consider donations to 

the F J Smit fund to pay for the massive medical expenses. 

We hope to see you all at the Zwartkops track when F J races officially for the first time, on 7th September 2019. 

We will keep you updated with regards to his progress. 

Below are the banking details for the F J fund: 

F J Smit 

ABSA Bank 

Account number 9348879287. 

Stolen MGA 

I have been reluctant to post and give updates on this story as it 

was simply a Facebook post with little information and I did not 

wish to add to a viral story. A problem of the 21st century. 

I am finally able to report on the car as I managed to get in touch 

with the owner. Unfortunately I can confirm the post is true  

The one owner car was stolen under a very strange house break-in 
where the car was the only item of value that was stolen. More 
bizarre is that the car has been advertised (advert has now been 
withdrawn), the owner was notified and police were contacted, 
unfortunately nothing came of it. 

If you do happen to see any adverts for the car (reg no.  LNX 658 
GP) please contact Mike (contact details on second page). 



OBITUARY- Bill ten Oever 

Being our 50th year and our 50 year association 

with Bill it is relevant to recall some special 

events related to Bill who sadly passed away on 

14th June.  

Brian Wallace recalls that they drove together 

from Pretoria to the very first meeting at 

Baragwaneth Aerodrome back in ’69. Bill was a 

founder member of the Johannesburg Centre 

and the Northern’s Centre.  

Bruce remembers him arriving at many of the 

Johannesburg events in his boat tailed M type. 

Bill worked for the South African Railways and 

had access to the foundry which enabled him to cast various missing parts of his M type. When Bruce and Carol 

joined the Cape Town centre on the commemoration of the first run and picnic to Franschhoek 80 years ago last 

year they were lucky to be able to share some old stories with Bill. Bill retired early due to a crippling arthritis and 

moved to the Cape some 20 years ago. A story worth repeating is that Bill built his M type from bits that he 

salvaged from the previous owner some of which were stored under the seller’s bed! Many of the parts were 

missing and had to be made (cast in the SARS foundry!) After moving to the Cape sadly Bill had to sell the M 

Type (usual reasons – space, money and time) and this was done through Norman Frost. It was acquired by a 

dentist in Kent UK. Bruce, at Bills request, has tried in vain to track this dentist down through various contacts and 

the UK Triple M register.  

The M Type being by far the oldest MG in our club always got pride of place as seen in the photo taken in ’79 at 

Baragwaneth Aerodrome. The other owners in the cars in the foreground are: The late Ted Young, Graham White 

who only parted with his one owner TC last year and our very own legend Esra Martins who turns 90 in July 

 

Norman Ewing shared his memories: 

Bill  was a founder member of the Johannesburg Centre coming through to the very first meeting at the Six Gun in 

Linksfield in May 1969. Although he lived in Pretoria he religiously attended every run and noggin until he was 

moved to Cape Town. That move was Cape Town's gain and Jo’burg's loss. In 1970 he asked us to make contact 

with Flip Scholten in Holland which we did. Flip supplied him with all the drawings that he needed to build his 

magnificent little M-Type which he drove whenever possible with great joy...he and Lucille putting on a great show 

at the 86 Indaba, much to the enjoyment of Phil Hill. Lucille supported him with determination, sadly her health 

deteriorated and he was not the same without her at his side. To Lucille and family, our deepest sympathy...Bill 

was the epitome of a gentleman, and he will be sorely missed by all who knew and loved him. Farewell good 

friend....Pat and Norman   

 

John Meiring shared his memories: 

John has sent a few memories to be shared by others who will forever remember Bill.  

Bill was the epitome of integrity. I was honoured to know Bill as an MG enthusiast and commercially where I dealt 

with him in the supply of braking systems for SARS way back when. Many of us go back 50 years with Bill! 

The building of his MG was perfect example of his passionate  attention to detail, in his family, place of work and 

his hobby. It was exemplary to me and all those who had the pleasure of spending even a few moments with him. 

Many will recall Bill’s frustration in getting rid of the pink colour residue he could not get rid of when painting his 

pre- war red M Type white over and over. 

John 

RIP Bill and our condolences to Lucille and family 



Forthcoming Events 

MG Noggin  
Jonathan Burke to talk his studies into 

clinical trials  
1st August 

August Run 
Irene Dairy farm and a Visit to Robin 

Clarke’s Collection  
11th August 

MGCC JHB 50th Anniversary  
Run to Numbi for a spectacular week-

end, celebrating our milestone. 

6th to 9th  

September 

September Noggin  

SAVE THE DATE, NOT TO BE 

MISSED!!! 

Robbie Howie. Successfully raced the 

Dakar rally!  
5th September 

Cars in the Park  Zwartkops raceway  4th August 

KZN 80th anniversary 

At Champagne Castle Hotel, R940pppd. 

Details and entry form at end of maga-

zine 

2nd to 4th August  

Kensington Spring Fair.  Classic car display at Rhodes Park  8th September  

 

Trading Post  
I jave the following MGTF (Modern) spares for sale: 

  
*Front brake discs - will fit TF 120/135. Not 160 uprated sports 

brakes. R2500 
*Clutch kit: 3Piece 215mm. R2500 

  
 Thanks for your help!  

Shaun 
0741065707 



Banking Detail for 50th anniversary in September  















Norman Talk’s 

The “Golden Oldies” Show! 

 

Wasn’t that just the most fantastic noggin – truly MaGical! To have Stewart – all 96 years of him – standing at the front thanking 
the members for the love and support he and Thelma received for his time in hospital and then the Castrol 500 which he 
touched on, but which Pepi spoke of. Martin Pomeroy coming out too thanks to the Loaders Ubering him. Telling us so much 
more than we ever knew about Graham White and his involvement with Ecurie Aquila and how his brand new TC was delivered 
and paid for in 1949. Then Esra still full of fun describing the trips with Clive Alexander to Moscow (and Aussie when they tried 
to take Pepi off the straight and narrow at 2am) and Uru-
guay. 

 

The late Bill Wallis, president Worldwide of the MG Car 
Club, descibed the Johannesburg Centre when he came as 
“the most adventurous, most travelled, fun loving and 
knowledgeable car club members in the world,” something 
Phil Hill said as well in his speech at the Joburg Sun. That we 
as a centre, thanks to Phil Howie, were given the Grand Prix 
drivers parade for so many years, or that as a centre we 
went on overseas tours to Holland, the UK, Northern Ire-
land, South America, the USA, Germany, France, Switzer-
land and Australia shows that no other marque club or cen-
tre worldwide can hold a candle to this centre. That we 
have used the Blue Train five times and that we have had as 
our special guests: Jean Kimber, the daughter of Cecil 
Kimber; Innes Ireland, Paddy Hopkirk, Don Hayter, Phil Hill 
and family, Henry and Winnie Stone, Tom Swallow, Jim 
Dietz and Andy Green puts us in a class of our own. Add 
Stirling Moss to that mix. Alan Uzzell’s description of the 
return of the Nuffield Cup, and Kevin Loaders account of 
registering the ZB from outerspace, only added to the en-
tertaining evening. 

 

Pierre van Hell’s story of his Grand Prix parade adventure , 
followed by the story of his first race in the Twincam com-
plete with Decastro trousers and gardening gloves, just 
goes to prove what I have maintianed all my MG life – this 
is NOT a car club, it is a “people’s” club. The cars are just 
the catalysts. I said that when I became chairman in 1978, 
and I believe it still! 

 

I am thrilled that we now have a chairman the age we were 
when we started the club…and as for that  Noggin, it was 
totally fantastic Michael…Robin Hartgill would have loved 
every minute of it. Congratulations! 

 

Octagonally, 

Norman 

 

P.S. Stewart has promised to give us a copy of the Castrol 
500 – something to really look forward to. 

 

SORRY – SEPTEMBER EVENT IS FULL 








