lan Cass & Bruce Dixon standing in front of lan's

recently acquired Paddy Hopkirk rally cor replica, together with poster.
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Thinking of changing insurance?

Policy benefits included:

Salvage retention

Agreed value

Spare parts (up to a limit of 10% of the agreed value)
Limited business use

Contact CSCIB
to find out more

CLASSIC & SPORTS CAR INSURANCE BROKERS (Pty) Lid
An Authorised Financlal Sarvice Provider

FSP# 44375 Tel 011 483 6098 Cell: OTBO132368
Fax: OBE 663 8910 E-mail: admin@CSCIB.co.za

We offer all othar short term insurance facilities
Domestic household & Commercial risks Insurance

CSCIB have highly personalised insurance packages that can include
your Classic and Collectable vehicles



MG CAR CLUB

Johannesburg Centre

PO BOX 52336 SAXONWOLD 2132 JOHANNESBURG

COMMITTEE

Chairman/ Editor Bruge Dixon DB2 457 8338
Co-Editor Michasl Trollope 072 976 5505
Registers Tom Kirkland OHZ 445 6770
Treasurer Tony, Maybank 011 678 9247

Events Cosgrdinator  Morman Ewing 081 654 5433
Secretary/Regalia Jonathan Burke 083 788 2080

Claudette Dutilleux071 612 2564

brucedixon@abzamail.co.za

kirk ] ®laptic.net

Lonimecc. co.2a
mgewingEpolka. com
jonathanbi82é@gmail, com
Claudetterthampsonwiths.co.za

Standard Bank, Rozebank branch 00-43-05: Account Name &8 "MG Car Club™ 00203 458 1
All Payments can be made directly into the MGCC Banking Account
Remiember W0 reference your deposit with your name and preferably state your Membership No.

A Natter and Noggin is normally held on the first Thursday of each month at 8pm
The Old Edwardian Club, Houghton.

For more details see Motoring Calendar in this ssue of “Thumbs Up!

Club Runs are pormally held an the second Sunday of sach manth,

AFFILIATED TO THE MG CAR CLUB — ABINGDON-ON-THAMES - ENGLAND
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HOUSE OF CLASSIC
& SPORTES CHRAS

70, Main Road, Knysna (N2)
Ph. 082 566 7897 / 081 326 1607
Email: infoi@hocasc.co.za
Website: www.hocasc.co.za

THE HOME OF THE MG - MGA...MGB,..MG T SERIES...

Wa spocialige in the salé and servicing of all MGs...

LOOKING
5= FOR AN MG
B OR HAVE ONE
TO SELL?
PLEASE GIVE
US A CALL!

We are privlaged to have had a wide range of these beautiful, very popular vehicles pass
throagh our showroom — all models and all colowrs...

Visit us a3 gur spacious showroom at 70, Main Road, Knysna
(N2} —next to Total Garage — or ghve us a call.
wiw hocaso. oo £a




From
the Chair

This edition of the Thumbs Up includes the sad news of Rudi de Groot's passing with
tributes and memories from friends. | speak for the entire membership in passing
condolences to Anneke and the De Groat family.

Backiracking to the August edition, | wender how many readers spolied our aftemptio
confuse you with the front cover referring to Virededorp! | hope that none of you
thought we were trying o outclass Dan Brown and his Da Vinci Code. The only crater
you wauld have tound in Vrededorp is the pot hole on the comer of 14th St and
Solomon St. Vrededorp has a fascinating history of its own (especially 14th St} but we
can deal with that another lime. No, the Dome is the centre of the meteor impact strike
betwean Parys and the town of Vredefort, close to the provincial boarder bounded by
the Vaal River. Apparently the impact was named after the form Viedefort where it is
located. The picture of a crater on the front cover is also a litle misleading. At the
centre of the crater which is 350km across (no mean pot holel} the Dome that was
formed was a mountain 10 000 m high that has eroded away leaving just the rim, the
picture on the cover was taken at the top of the remaining part of the rim. The meteor
strike occurred soma 2,5 billian years ago long before Home Sapiens

Last month we asked for suggestions for the 50th Anniversary of the club and | repeat
thart request here. Morman a founder member ( #5) of the dub back in '69, has been
tasked with organizing the event and we need our members to assist where possible.
We believe it is fitling for Norman fo do this and it is possibly ancther first for an MG
Car Club to hove a founder member to still be active an able 1o organize such an
event affer half o centuryl

Some news of ancther founder member Graham White (#1) who is recuperaling in a
facility having had a hip replacement. A friend of his has undertaken to look after his
offairs and amongst other things he has sold of Graham's car collecfion which
included a TC purchased by Graham in 1949, One wonders it there is any other one-
owner TC in the world! This car was shipped to Durban on the Cape Town Costle in
Januvary '49 and was maintained by Graham who kept a complete service record
according 1o the manual. The TC hos been bought by John Hossal who is not yet a
member of this club but he owns a number of very special MGs. This has prompted me
to create a Whot'sApp group spedfically for TC.s. | have 2 TC owners on the group
already.




We have published the guidelines for media etiquette in this edifion. We need to keep
posis free of abuse, sarcasm, politics and the like fo avoid any offence being taken.
Keep it MG Cars related and remember we have a cross section of members- old and
young and of diverse religions ond cultures- the common bond is MG. | ask that
everyone justthinks before posting on FB and What'sApp.

Sunday 19th August took us to Uplands Farm, home of lan and Daphne Cass. We had
a good turn out and the weather changed from bitterly cold on Saturday 1o ideal for
the Sunday run and braai. Thank you lan and Daphne for hosting us.

In closing remember the combined centres Show Day is at the War Museum now
called the National Museum of Military History on Sunday 30 September.

MG social media community guidelines
{This document has been extracted and edited from popular social
media sites)

The committee wants to create a safe place of inspiration and freedom of expression whilst also
fostering a positive, diverse community. The social media channels (including but not limited to
Facebook and the WhatsApp community group) are there to benefit all members with
, Tellowship and support.
The committee reserves the right to remove content that contains threats, hate speech, content
that targets private individuals to degrade or shame them, personal information meant to harass
members, destructive intentions, political agendas, and repeated unwanted messages.
Messages used to attack anyone based on their ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation and religious
affiliation are never permitted.
The committee reserves the right to remove any content and individuals {from any platform
operated by the MG car club) when the guidelines above have not been adhered to. Removed
members may be re-added at a later stage upon review of the situation. The committee also
reserves the right to remove any individuals without reason when that individual is not a member
of the club {at that point in time}.
Whilst the committee encourages members to provide canstructive ariticism when disparaging
criticism is posted on public channels, it may be considered destructive in nature as well as
harassment of members and therefore may result In individuals/content being removed. It is
recommended that constructive criticismis done privately and in a respectful mannea.
It is important to note that removal from the group does not constitute as removal from the club.
However activities on the platforms may lead to committes decisions in line with our
constitution to takesuch drastic actions.
Please remember that these platforms should not reguire any of the measures listed above as the
groups are for comradery and fellowship, the MG family is there for support and encouragement.
Safety Fast!
MG car club Johannesburg centre committee q@.



My Recent Restoration Projects By Tom Kirkland
Apartfrom servicing and maintaining my own 1950 MG Y-Type aver the past 32 years.
lt is still one of the better ones on the rood today. My records show 44 Y Types were in
the country 20 years ago, some have been shipped out of the country.  But, only
about 4 are running today. (Should anyone have more information on these cars -
Please let me know).

Sometime age | got a TC of Wilfred Mole's collection, to service, It needed rewireing,
a good service and new upholstery eic. That is now running around Midrand and
Sandstone.

Then he delivered a 1933 Morris 10 for me 1o “Get it back on the road again” Thisis
a most interesting project. The speedo reads 25,704 miles. | believe that is true, as |
removed a front stub unit, and was told by an experienced engineer, who lested it for
me. |lwas told to 're pack it with grease’ and put it back. All rubber seals and bearings
needed to be replaced due to being 85 years old. | have made up a new wiring
harness, the engine, cork clutch, gearbox and diff have now been serviced, and are
now being re-installed. Our aim is fo be able fo drive it soen, then fo decide on how
we lackle the final paintwork and upholstery.

In the meantime a school mate of mine owns 16 old vehicles, Jags, Mercedes, aRolls
Royce and an MGA and MGB. So | work with him for 6 hours o day, and 4 days per
week. Giving me fime tinker ot home with these other projects.

Sometime back | ook on ancther interesting project: This person inherited his Dod's
YT from Zimbabwe, and over 20 years ago | was asked to help him to get it on the road
forhim. Now recently his tamily have completed their schooling, so he hos funds to get
it driveable and wants to join a Club, and take port in MG events. As he lives in
Middlaburg, the Northen's Centre will be his cholce. Here again the main problams
were the shocks, wiring harmess and o jolly good service. He purchased all the
necessary spares. 5o | just needed to, fit the hamess and check the moter and
mechanicals, the compression test revealed the psi varied in the 600s. So, the head
was removed for o valve grind and new valve seals fitted. (The fuel conversion was
done some years ogo.] Mow the psi test shows, 800, 800, 810 and 800.
Encouraging. Then seffing the TDC, fitting new coil, condenser, points and plugs. |
naficed thot on the exhaust manifeld, in large leftering, the firing order: 1,3, 4,2, 5o,
religiously set it occording to that. After a week of attempting to get it to stast, without
any success. | had a lock ot my own Y-Type motor -- |t too had that same firing order
on the manifold. |then wanted to remove the distibutor cop with points, condenser
and all, including the Coil, to fit it on the YT. While doing so, | noticed that the actual
firing order on my Y was 1,2, 4, 3, Then | went back 1o the YT, refitted the HT wires as
on my “Y". Pressed the starer bufton . . .. It just roared into LIFE? And no further
adjustments were required. Affer a new fuel tank was specially mode, as Norbrake
were unable to repair it, due fo excessive rust and corrosion. Mow this YT will be going
home in afew days fime.

Can any of our mechanically minded members exploin this problem that | experienced
with the firing order?.
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the silent and invisible killer
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recently whilst getting a TC fired up afler a long
hibemation | noficed that the elbow from the
cylinder head 1o the thermostat housing was
weeping. When | removed it and deaned off the
paint this is what | found. [pichure corrasion) This
is a serious cose of galvanic action where
metals far apart on the galvanic scale corrode
metal — the word of warning is that one should
ensure that a good quality radiator protector/

For examplo, wha table salt is placed in
waler, the salt (o selidy dissolves into its
component ions.

Electrolysis

Blecirolysis of water is the decomposition of
ihve liguidH2ZO imto hydrogen gas (H2) and
oxygen 2 ) due to an eleciric current
heing passed through the water.

Blectrons can be removed from the ouler

orbits of atoms by variews techn sugh
a5 chemical reactinns, lriction, light, heat,
pressure and magnetisam,

Electroms in a circuis of a conducting
iaterial inder dhe inflaence of an
elecirmmotive force will ms vowards a
point in ithe circuii that has a shortage of
electrons.

Im other words, the Dow is lrome a place of
excess elecirons {megative termimal) to a
place where there is a deficit of electrons
{positive terminal). This cyole allecirons
Nowing from a egative terminal towards a
positive terminal is known as elecorokd.

BElectrolysis can e created by using
electrical energy. as in passing a current
through it, in electroplating. This is thae fow
of eleciron movenrent from the anode o the
cathodecreating current flow when a load is

applicd.

anti freeze/ rustinhibiter is used’

varyimg strengths and directions.
This dees mot mean that they create
stray current, bt it may abd in the
decoupling and movement of
electrons, aiding electron fow and
electralytic reaction
& Stray corrent
7. Galvanic corrosiomn |
8. Pirting corrosion
]
Coolants= properties, flunclions and

imporanoe
Coplaant coniaing antifrecze and inhibilors.

It ks a flwid thae Tlows dwongh the cooling
system to facilitmte the transfering of heat
produced iy the engine friction and
conrhustion throwgh to the rodivor and the
hesiter core to dissipate the ket omiwands.

Coolant R chewieal contponnds (imbdbdnorsy
that are involved in slowing down ihe
degradation of dissimilar metals in the cooling
AyElEm.

Antifreere protection ks an ethylene glyeol
selotion, with a higher boiling pol and ic
provides sdvintiges for stamiertinme Wse @s
well as during eald weather.

This higher boiliog paint is reached by keeping
il onndher préssane which is whal the mdinbor cap
i for., Coolant asgists in equalising the intemal
temperaiure,



Electrolysis can also create a cusrreni and
voliage (iwe dissimilar metals and an acidic
ligquid, a5 in a baitery). The movemeni of
clectrens b mbaimal wintil a load bs applicd
such as when a globe is conneade

Consider how many ways electron flow can
b assistedd and clecirolysis formed,
1. Friction, due to internal engine
O T Overient
2. Heat, with the engine block and alr
conditioning system all contributing
to the shilting of heat into the
coolant
3. Presswe = the cooling sysiem is
under pressure
4. Hew and moverent of coolant
5. Magnetic felds whick conbd vary
griatly frown vehide to vehiicke.
Loadi oot whe prusiber of thibigs ihat
take ar make a charge that creates
magnetisn- alternator, starey
maoor, ignition dis, wiring leoms-
they all gemerate a magnetic field of

Whar's wrong with watar?

Straight Water shinld never be used in d
cooling system, especially long tern.

Waier freezes st Zoro degrees Celzins and bodls
at 100 degrees Celsius.

This temperature is close 10 the nonmal
operating teniperture of many engines amd
provides no corosion prefection whalsoever,
Waler azisis eleciron flow and elecirolysis
bgins to take a hold and corrosion follows.

There are specific corrosions that eause
premammre fallore of cooling systems,

1. Pidfing cerrosion

This i3 responsible for around M3 per cent of
il corresion aifeciing the almwiniem radiator
aindl hiater cores and can destroy the cooling

syatein quite capidly,

Pitting corrosion ocours as a resale of)
(a) improper repair fachnigue and poor wark
practices when replacing cooling system
mnpaneim and not fushing the syeten

¥
{b} dilating the coolant by just adding water
when somne coolomt hos been lost due 10 a leak
or sepair
() topping up ihe conlant system with a
different coolant, creating o cockiail chemical

PRI

The heat inside the aoging s stabalised by the
thermostat with the assisiance of the mdialor
cap. Coolant also reduces the steam wall
effeet, allowing o fast iramsition off head from
the metal to the coolant.

An ideal cookmt has high thexmal capacity,

low wiscosity and i= low cost, non-toxic and
chemically inert. It doesn't canse or proyHe
corrogion of e cooling sysiem,

Teaditionally, tao major cormasion inhibitors
are used in the coolant, zilicates and
phosphates.

Quality coolants give greal heat trasiier
characteristics and provide elecirical reaction
inhibitors. Coalants also protect the inner walls
of the cooling system from corroding and
flaking by creating a peotective film or skin
that is constaly moving and regenerating.

The inhibitor is moved around in the cooling
systen by the glycol.

The coolant and 15 inhibifing propariiss can’t
reach the area where it needs 1o disperse this
acid reaction.

In the smeliing process to creabe alumriminm
alkey, a bard skin of oxide coating ks created on
the extexnal surfaces and this protects the
safier wnderside.

Comosipn is what breaks dowa the alloy oxide
coaing and this process starts cating away at
ihe sofier aluminiom centre.

Aty alwosinduim radisior can be described as the
anode, the sludge and scale deposits ane the
wathode, The radiastor core becomes the
zacrificial anode,

This iz wheve pheling corrosion occus due to
localised galvanic reaction and the
alkey/alominium is depleted causiog ihe
pinbaobes,

Solutbon:

Mainixin a proper cooling system service
e, suire the debris is not allowed
i gecunnilate do the frst place.

This is done by making sare the eookant is of
the recommended iype for the job and is siill
withdin its service life and not depleted. Svstem
fushing technigques and proger maintenance of
ihe sysiem are parmmount.

2.  Galvanibc corroskon



[d} ignoring imely coolamt systom servicing
including floshing sad replacentent — coolamnt
deteriormies and stops working as a profective
element, can deposit o combimmtion of
oaieriala and tm firto a fine slime or slodge
() sub=standard flushing after 2 major conling
system repair, be il o sadiator, water punmp,
henrer core or Mown hoge replacement — even
though the coolant has been replaced after the
repalr, a catastroplic system Failare s siill
possibile

I all of these conditions, deposits of debiis at
the bottom of the radistor or heater core tubes,
even if they cover a small area, may siop the
new coolant from proieciing the space in
between.

This roaterial mounds up and sits janmed
betwesn the mbe walls and then the chemical
reaction staris throogh hydrochloric acid being
fonmeid i hose spaoes

Coolant creates a proteciive coaling on the
inside of the cooling system and maintains it
constantly, thereby stopping the
electrochemical resction.

If the protective layex begins to degrade,
galvanic reaction can begin. This can affect the

systesn very quickly.

If this coolant is mot properly balanoced the
cooling system can basically become a low
ourput wet eoll batrery with catasrophic resulrs
Fior il alloy componerts in the cooling

sysieln.

Minst commonly, galvanic cormosion in an
aluminimn radistor is the dizect pesnlt of
Failore to mainiain the coalmt ot the cormect
levels and it follows that the vpper portion of
the radiaior is deprived of the probective layer
of the eorrosion inhibitor,

Solution:

Keep the coolant system o the conreet level
aml the coolant consistency correct and chean.
Radiator caps most be in good wiorking order.

You can't have system leaks because this
dllbows @ir to be drawn fitto e system.

Where header tanks are used nake sure they
are o the correct kevel.

This is a very distunt second to the
SOMOSIoNn. Sons: quote it as bedng less than five
per cent of eormosion probles:,

Galvanic coprosion occurs when two dissimilay
meinls come into contact. Add modsore amnd
ol it poes mwl yon have set up an
glectrochemical cell.

Galvanic comssion is the process thal occurs in
a lead avid battery. principally for the
peneration of cleciricity, by having two
dissimilar metals placed in a solution. This
ebecirochemical reaction generates an elecirical
charge.

In a vehicle couling sysfem. the right
fiegredients aie there to create this reaction il
wie are not carafil,

This is why the correct type amd consistency of
coolant is so important. 1 is the coolant with
its corrosion inhibior that protects and keeps
ihe cooling system ¢lean and efficient.

This type of corvosion is crested by the
incormect application of coolants,

Dron't mix eonlants, because ihis may create a
cocktail that will inhibit cooling system

performmance.

Coolants can exceed their life cycle and their
cortogion inhibiting properiies becone
exhausied. Proper preventaive maintenance
il care will minimise this sert of problem.

Solutlom:

Besi practice iz o use only recommended
coolanis specific to he vehicle type.

Reeommend io your customers thal il the
coolant system loses NMuid and needs wpping
up. only use plain water until it con be fixed.

Advize them o bring the vehicle in as soon as
possible when this happens.

The customer should st top up with & coolant
even il ihey know i i the right tvpe becaase,
over lime, the coolant struciure may well have

changed.
5. Stray current or wltage

This is: the most misuaderstood of all forms of
o To be continuead
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A Classic Car =
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insurance

noggin | ‘é'-
with a
difference

The plan was for Michael Brett to give a talk on classic car insorance ar the August 2015 noggln.
Michael pitched up for the event, but-was so sick that he couldi’t even stand, let alone talk. So
Michael Trollope utg;mﬁ:ed ain Uber side haodne, which was a fitst for Michael Brett. Hentie thein
diove Michaels cor home 1o tetorn to him that nm'ring weekend,

50 sadly, while at the noggin we never got to learn abowt the classic car insurance scheme that
Michael has organised with Cross Country Insurance Consulants. However, Michael did send
through soane suppocting notes, which have been smmomti sed below:
* Classic car insnrance is a niche product. Being a classic car enthusiast Michael has found an
Msurance product that covers st mototing eveanmalities,

* When searching for insurance cover for your classic car it's important to find the widest
cover for the most competitive premium,

* Some of the key extensions thar you should warch out for include:
* Full comprehensive eover for private, domestic and pleasure purposes,

* Vehide value based on agrecd written valuation, this is because the market value of classics
vary 30 much based on condition.

# Avoid having the deiver restiicted to a named didver.

* Breakdown cover to include mechanical and elecirical breakdown (not just accident} in
South Africa (imits vary becween R300 and RS 000 per annum}

* First option to tetain the salvape in the event of a vehicle write-off.  Because spaces are so
cxpensive these days it often makes it uneconomical to repair.

# Should yon plan on taking your classic oot of SA please ensure that there is a cepatgiation
clause for the vehicles back tm Sourh Africa followiog an accident and/or mechanical

electrical breakdowa, together with bospitality cover.

¢ Each instwer hias their cwn Limits, excesses, conditions and exceptions so it is imperative o
take a holistic view of the policy on offer. Please don’r rely solely oa the preminm and
cxeesses quoted. Finally, its a good idea review the insured waloe of your appreciating
asse(s) each year,

® There are many other features to consider. Best to
* Look at the list incloded in the Cross Country advert in the magazine, and / or
* Phone Michael Brert on gel. {30} 140 1INFT 53 discuss the specifics.



Jobutg Club Run to Uplands Farm
Sunday 19th August 2018

The last time the Joburg club had a ron o "Wplands Farm' (the home of Tan and Daphne
Cass) was in Angust 2012 when the Avstralians were here ar the start of their "grear ek’
from Cape Town to Cairo and beyond. Our Sunday ron was definitely a long overdue visir,

Sunday mroed out to be a lovely "Springish’ day, most welcome after a very cold Saturday the

day before. Seven MGs and one plastic met at the Engen Block House for the shott run to
the Cass' farm where we were joined by Tom Kirkland, the Browns and the Brinks from the
Vaalarea. Lan had parked his MGs ot the grass and together with out convoy this made for a
colourful kneup. Ian's latest MG acquisition is a replica of Paddy Hopkirk's eally car; Bruee
brought along a poster of the original car for a photo opportunity. (See die Feoat cover of
the magazine fora photo of the occasion.)

After catch-up chats and the obligatory engine inspections, lan took the gronp on a tour of
his garages and car collection, ranging from a Sunbeam to a very elegant Aston Martin DB9,
which most of us ‘oohed and aahed’ over. Daphne's delightful garden, was also worth a
tonae, full of spring colours and a happy chicken pecking in the beds moch to the annoyance
of the locked away rooster.

The brasi fires had been lir and oue groop settled under the leafless Syringa tree to chat, cook
and eat. Tt's a farm with an interesting hiscory and there can't be too many other farms where
you can sit and watch both Reindeer and Springbok run in the garden. By three o'clock it
was time fot the group photo in frent of the pond before departing for home,

Owr thanks go to lan and Daphoe for their gracious hospitality in opening their home and
garages for the fun. We hope itwon't be another six years before the next visit.

Jenny Loader




MG folk gathered at the Engen Block house on the RS9 prior
fo driving a few kilometres to Uplands

Flamingo

fan Cass in his normal casual
pose, telling stories about his

Paddy Hopkirk replica

| Some of the “super” surprises under
the bonnet of the Hopkirk replica
MGB ratly cor




A Lexus V8
modor
dropped
neatly into a
GSM Flamimgo

S{thanks for hosting
"the event), Beryl
\Brink & Sandra

Brown having a
natter

' —. S T e = —
The lunch time scene; fire A cotlection of some of the cars  Reindeer & two MGBs -
going, good weather & good  at Uplands with Sharon walking  You'll need to return in
company towards her TF December to find Santa

Too many cars to fit into one photo; from L to  #am chatting to Tom Kirkland about his E-Type,
R: Sunbeam, Ferrari, E-Type Jag, Austin ﬂ'ﬁﬁwi he has had longest in the
Codied

Healey, MGA




INTERNATIONAL MG ARTICLES
The “Black Mamba” MGA Coupe Twin Cam

AMGAR INTERNET COORDINATORS an December 14, 20017

Africa’s black mamba (Dendroaspis polylapis) s widely
considered the world's most dangerous snake. Tt can grow up to
14 feet, 15 lethally venomons, and highly ageressive when
thecsirened. They are fist, and sorike with lightening speed,

It is appropriate, therefore, that a fast Sowth African MGA
rocecar was named "Black Mamba™, The story of this car is told
by Snape Grantand inchudes jes modifications, irs race hisvoxy, its
acciderts, and its ecboilds.

“The hooter blass, the flag deops and the hush explodes into a
deafening crescendo of sound as thicty-odkd cars embarck on an
endurance fest of man and machine bstng three-goartess of the way arovnd the dock. This is the
electric atmosphere of the start of the Rand's Nine Hour Race, one of the premier motor spocting
evenis in the country.™

This quate, found in Ken Stewart and Morman Reich's iconic book "Son on the Grid” perfectly sums
wp the somanticism of the funous enducince evenrs that we penerally sssociare with Kyalani. This
wpe of gielling event formar was in its South African infancy when the 9 Houor kicked off baor i
soongrabbed the atenton of spectators and competivons alike,

Stwact Grant caches wp with the Protea Trivmph and Black Mamba, an MGA Twin Cam, that both
enjoved remarkable success in these eady days.

In 1956 the first South African 6 Hour Endurance Race was held at Pietermaritzborg's Roy Hesketh
civeuit, but for the masses 1958 was the year Sooth Afriein endurance racing started in exrnest, The
biggest challenge laid outwas to the two-wheeled fraternity with Grand Central {in today's Midrand)
hostinga 24 Hour. For the four-wheeling crews Hesketh still held the 6 Houg, Cape Town's Killaeney
put an a 3 Hour and the first ever 9 Hour took place in November ar Grand Centeal. With cars
sporkdng names most of the public knew, heated on-track action amd the excitement of hurried pit
s, there was always something on the go for the spectators. And dhe introdaction of an Index of
Performance award meant thar even the homblest of cas conld ke home some silverwage, so the
teams and drivers aveived in bulk,

One such entiy to the 1958 Hesketh race was o Trumph TR2 with Joho Myers and John Mason-
Gordon at the wheel. Thanks to its low-revving reliability, reasonable speed and deceat handling, the
pair finished the mee second behind the Homse Boyden/Alec Millea Alfa Romeo Sprint Veloce,
Inspired by this resuly, they set out to improve the car, To them this meant keeping the TR2 veliability
but shedding a few kilograms snd moving the engine down and back a touch to make the car corner
better. Myers had, of conrse, aleeady designed South Africa’s ficst produetion car, a bulae-framed
spocscar with fibreglass body, so was adept at the design and constructon of what was needed to
reach the goal, In August"58 he sketched the plan of attack.

Jowo a wbular Myers frame went a TR2 rear axde with coil springs,
trailing att and a Panhard rod. Propshaft, gearbox and engine also
came conreesy of the Triumph, S0 too did the likes of the gnoges,
pedal areangemene, master cylinders, front dise brakes and rear drums.
Steering and front suspension came from Ford. The former being an
upside down 100E Ford Prefect steeting box becanse it offeted less ck-to-bock fat 1.5 toins) than
the Trivmph, whiks the Iatter nsed a 19405 Ford CW'T commeercial van axle, OF course this wasn't keft
stanchatd thaugh and Myers cut down the centre and welded some eyes onto it to act 35 swingarms,
locared by compression struts that ean backwands to the chassis. True s the plan, the engine was
roouisted 25 how and as far back a3 possible relative o the wheelbase,




To daothe the new creation Myers favonted
aluminivm over fibreglass. Mason-Gorodon called |
for a narrow streamblined rear. Myers had a Dinky
Toy Jagoar D=Type. They put pen b0 paper with
these two references calling the shots and gave the
sketches to Geoff Collins, who hand-buile the
body. The car was finished in April 1959 and
mmediasely driven by the two down

"Marirzburg to compete in the 6 Hour. The race
started at 14h30 and the Protea Tenmph took up
the lead, a position it held until the 2030 inish, with the only real glitch being a mid-corner Fael surge
that cut the engine mid-corner and sent the car on a shight off-teack excursion into a verge, The car
returned to the p-ilsh:- top up the fuel and inspect dannges before carrying on to win,

Second on the podiom went o George Menole/Dave Wright (Moo 8) and Gordon
Henderson /Clive Mitchell (Mo, 3) in a biace of MGA Twia Canns. Number & was a localty-buil:
roadster while Nio. 3 was an early imported eoupé finished in black paint.

Enter Black Mamba, mentioned earlier, and the restored car pictored today with the Protea.

Black Mamba, sporting the chassis number YM2 554, was one of the first batch of four Twin Cam
coupés built st Abingdaan, England between Jone and Sepeember 1958, and was shippﬂi with a full
tatge of factory optioml extias to Noel Horsfleld, the managlng director of McCarthy Rodway, the
main MG agents in Durban. It was registered as NID118 on local plates and pressed into action as a
dealer demanstraror, in the leadh-up to the sale of the locally-buile Twin Cam roadsters, which started
at Morors Assemblies in February 1959,

Like the Protea Tromph, Black Mamba's
racing carcer kicked off at the March 1959
Hesketh & Hour, Tt wasn't the only MGA
Twin Cam though, with three SA-built
MGA Twin Cam roadstets in the hands of
privateer outfits joining the party.
MecCarthy competitions manager, Mike
Compion, led the prepacrion of the cat,
which inchuded the removal of crim panels, beater, lomEare sack, radio and bumpers, A dose-mtio
gearhe, competition oil cooler and competition shocks were added and various other modifications
like a steaight dhrough side-exit exhaust, twin fuel fillers and a larger fuel cmk found a home. The MG
facroty supplied a special Lucas D3AH4 disttibatot and a setof 2-inch SUHDS caboretioss,




Following a scrics of tests, a mixtore of sho parts aviatdon foel,
six parts premium petrol and ane part union spirit (ethanol) was
deemed to be the best for performance. Track dme the week
befote the race revealed a misfire berweein GO and 6200tpn,
which was then cared by the fitment of 1 Minor 1000 Y toanc
truck distributor and setting the timing to 3° at tof dead centre.
Following this rest the name Black Mamba was applied —
accatding i Bobby Olthoft, who prepared and taced mumber 7,
dueta the sound and speed the YM2 554 made.,

Aecording to Compton's post-mee nistes, victory for Black Mamba looked likely for the firse three
hours as it iassled with the Protea and the oumber 8 roadster. But it wasn't o be as a rupiured brake
line meant an vinscheduled stop for a replacement, and a loss of 10 mimites relegared the cat to thikd
b the time the fag fell on the 6 Hour mark,

Afrer the event Black Mamba was retutned ro road specificarion by MeCardhy boe it did enter the 1960
Hesketh event, finishing seventh, Sadly, on the way back from the even, it was Involved in a fatal
pedestrian accident. The damage to the right-hand side was repaired and the race engine was replaced
with standard Twin Cam eagine.
The cor was then sold and
subsequently disappeared and
was not seen for many years
thereafter.

After the event Bhck Mamiba
wasg rteturned to road
specification by McCarthy bt ic
did emer the 1960 Hesketh
event, finishing sevenih. Sadly,
on the way hack from the event,
it was iovelved in a fatal
pedestrian  accident. The
damage to the right-hand side was vepaired and the race engine was replaced with standaed Twin Cain
eigine. The car was then sald and subsequently disappeared and was not seen for many yems
thereaficr.,

As am cut-and-out racer the Protea's career carried on longer. Shortly after the "59 6 Hour win, the
Sports Car Club of South Africa aominated Mason-Gordon and the Protea, abong with L Fraser-
Jowes (Porsche Spydet) and Bill Jennings (GSM Dait Pogsche), to represent the comntry at that yeat's
Angolan Grand Prix in Luanda, Up against the likes of a Fertasd Testavossa, Coopor Monaco, Jaguar
D-Type, Porsche 550 and a few of Maserats, Mason-Gosdon finished seventh and Jennings ninth.
Mascti-Gordon recalled reaching ST0rpm at the end of the long sea front straight, which was scary
because he never normally revved it past 500 (be and Myers believed in racing a3 slowly as possible)
bur also beeause the caleculared speed was 137mph, which you somchow had to serub off enough to
take a W right. Chels Fergusson borrowed the ear for the 1960 East London 2 Hour where he
fitrished third. Red Whitehouse bought the car and achieved some cliss successes leading up o the
1961 9 Hounr — now moved froin Gieand Cential to the putpose-boilt Eyalami, Whitehowse never got
o dibve in the face as bis co-diver Picem du Plessis olled b at Jukskel durdng practice.

Following a rebuild Tvan Weitaman bought and eampaigned it before selling it to Jan van der Merwe,
whi raced it in historic racing events i the ealy 1981k The Lwartkops Raceway peoprieiin
putchased it 1982 and afrer years of hadgering he moved & o to Tiwaph fan Alan Grant in 1995,
Grant continued racing the car until a minor accldent necessitied a rebuild. And as s life with a
competition car, another prang in 2008 resubied in yet another restoetion exercise, which was
completed jost in dme for the 2017 Koysna Hillclimb.




Various enthustasts started searching for Black Mamba
i the "90s but it only surfaced in 2003, lying atound in
poor shape in Krogersdoop. The identity was confirmed
I by the stamped chassis number 554, the body namber
61754, the competition ol coules, the original black
colon, vardons body modificaions, and the ignition and
dooe key number FPT31, which was recorded by Mike
Compton in his practice notes. The new owner, Bo
Giiersing, carried oot a full vestoraton with the cherry on top being the fiomient of SUHDS cadbs and
the odginal engine (16G202) — foond in Dodhan lstyeac

I an ameazing cwist of faee and alignment of the stars, these two cars reside within just 2km of cach
other today, Even better is the fact that soon the recreation of the complete 1959 Hesketh 6 Hour
podivm will be possible as Giersing is neadng the completion of die George Mennie Twin Cam.

“'tt ?1.,'“&' Local Twin Cane leanich, Febraary 1959

Brlack Mawrha with the MG Compretitions
Crewe it MeCarify Rawclvay 1959

Praea Trfwnpb (1) awd Blaok AMawia (3]
lﬁl‘;ﬁ’f'@_!@f'f" + 1958 Hegkatl o Hoar

- Bliwck Muvwha deving the 1959

= gy "" Heshetlr & Honr NAMCGAR wishes
fo thanker Shward Grag! and
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parneisson fo repwodaoe Hiix arifel,
Phofograply by Elivane Fagche.

YM2 554 & YD2 2136




RUDI DE GROOT

16 November 1935 - I7 Anpust 2018
IN MEMORY —byROY JONES

Rudi has been a member of the MG CAR CLUB for
many years and both he and Anneke have been very
loval and active members of the Club,

Rudi had a wonderful collection of cars; Bugatd,
Vintage +/- 1929 Moon, Hodgkiss, Bristol, and an
unusual early American Racing Car, together with his
MGB, and perhaps others. He was a very keen
member of both the VVC and the MG Car Clab. The
Moon, to me, was really a wonderful car, and so much a
part of his and his family's life.

His l:ﬂn“dedga of Bugartl the various models and his collection of books and
magazines was in my view, pretty unique in the world, and 1 always pushed him to
record of some of his nousual knowledge on Bugatti, but sadly to no avail.

One of my great memories of Rudi, was when he, Nigel Stokes and 1, with our long
suffering wives, were returning from Nairobi when Nigel's front suspension on the
V8 MGB, litecally fell apact.  Rudi ¢uickly rook over the simation, and by chance, 1
had a few 3/8 inch high tensile UNF bolts with me, and within a very short time we
were back on the road and no move trouble for the lncky Nigel.

In tecent years Rudi's speech and hearing rook its toll, and 1 know how frustrated he
was to not have interesting discussions. He had such a good knowledge of matters
motoring,

Janet and I have been privileged to have Rudi and Anneke as friends, and ro meet

Karen, Nikki and Neil and their hugely capable families. Rudi troly was a very
proud husband, father and grandfather.

We mell all miss Bive very mrclh,



Much 1 .oved

Pic by Glen Parker

Bruce Dixon: With great sadhess 1 have to tell you that Rudi de Groot passed away this
marning, Our sincere condolences go 1o Anneke and fanily. Please bold them in your thoughts
and prayers. The funeral service will take place at 14hii} on Thursday st the Foorways Memoxial
Parl:,

William Kelly: Dreadful news, Condolences wo Annele,

Les McLeod: This is a sad day. Condolences ro Anneke and family. Have known and respecred
Rudi for 40 years. Les

Derek Langsford: May the light of the risen Chiist guide you throogh the daikest houts and
bring peace and comfort [

[an & Daphne Cass: Candolences t Anneke and family.

P] (Peter Johin) Ryan: Thoughts and prayers,

Amnita de Castros Our thoughts are with you Anneke, so sorry for your loss, Rudi was so
special. We are ln Namibia.

Margaret and Stuart Hain. Condolences & Anneke and family. Thinking of her at this time
andl koo Badi is ar peace,

We are in Aonstralia so sending our apologies for not belng at the foneral,

Pepi Gaspari: Anncke my condolences and that of the Northern Centre,

John MacKenzie: A very sad day indeed, Rodi was lovely man, with wonderful sense of hommnouar
and an encyclopaedic knowledpe of all things mechanical, he will be missed.

Kennesh Doncan: Dear Anneke, 1 am very sad to hear this. 1 woiked a lor with Rudi when be
was at Orbie Puops. Lynda and I send our condolences. Regards Ken

Clive Winterstein: A very special man who was always happy to share his knowledge, we wish
you and your family strength. Hogs Tania and Clive

Hemndie & Jeanne Ervasinms: We are sad to say goodbyve to Rudi... a gentle man and a gentleman,
You are in our thoughts, Anncke, Love from Jeanne and Henrie,

Michael Bret: Anneke we are sac mo learn thar Rudis race is run bur you can be proud of the
legacy he lefr on the way. He left fond memories and be will be sorely missed. You are in our
thoughts and prayers, (God Bless love Mike and Lou xx

Gilen Parker; Dear Anncke, together with you and Rudi we teavelled the wordd for almost 50
years to destinations and experiences dhat will forever be in our memories. Rudi had the most
simcere manner and ways about him, undedined with a wicked sense of lmmour and an eye fora
good looking set of boobs. May his last ttip femind vs of the good times we enjoved. Love Glen
& Hilde

Pierre van Hell: We have fond memories of Rudis warm smile. Rudi will never he forgomen.
Anneks, our sincerest condolences,  Pierre and Amanda

Niick Parzoit: Rodi will be missed very much botr woaderful to have so many memories lefi
behind. Mick P
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OUT OF THE BLUE

You know re — | don't text — | talk. That is what cell phones are for - but not whilst
driving. Sowhen on Wednesday my phone rang whilst driving home from Sandton, |
handed it to Pai and there she sat chatting and telling me to pull over. [told herto take
a message, but she was insistent; “Pull over.  If's Mike Ledkstein.” Now Mike is o
special guy and a wonderful friend, as those who have travelled with me to the USA
will tell you. We met af Fox Ridge in 1984, on the Ocean-to-Ocean in 1986 and after
that Dick Knudson lent me an MG Midget to visit my cousin in Cherry Hill, Philly.
Taking Amold Sammer with me, we visitled Alison with the Leckstein's in Liftle Silver,
where Bruce Springsteen lives. Mike, being the District Attormey for New Jersey, is well
known and we were taken for a maal on the North Jersey shore seafront = lobsters tha
sizeof turkeysl 'What a night, os the Jersey Boys would sing.

In 1988 | tock 28 South Africans to the UK, USA and Europe on a world frip. Months
earlier | had gone overto give a talk on MG advertising at the Kimber Festival, where
again | had met up with Mike, who lent me a Subaru to visit my cousin, however, in
September, with all the others, Mike and Barbara had driven into New York in o
MASSIVE Chrysler skation wagon and with of least twelve of us crommed into the back
we had toured Manhattan frem Central Park to Chinatown, an experience those who
went that night will never forget.

Pat and | stayed with Mike and Barbara when we sailed to Mew York in 2007 on the
Queen Mary 2 and had a time of graat hilarity with them. Mike had written and asked
where | got the lube screws for the J2, so | asked Bob Wilmot as | was not having that
on the cor. He made them and instructed me fo fell Mike nof to fiddle with them as
thay had been sef already. All we did was fit tham before driving in to Little Silver in
Mike's MGPB 1o buy bagels in the shop where Springsteen was buying his. My best
memories, however, were of 1990 on the Tour of Britain which Mike and Barbara had
arganised for 100 people in 50 T-types and the Ewings in a Monigo MG. Fun2 You
had better believe itl

So did | pull over to talk to Mike for ages and ages outside of Marist Brothers Inanda?
You had betterbelieve it That is what this club iz all about.

Qctagonally

Neasmdsn
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Spares wérded Y fon 14le

Wanted by Bruce 082 458 B338: Early MGB steering wheel

original of Motolita B _-—1--——
e
: & -

Original Generator for 1948 YT -- With fitting for Reduction Gear for Rev
Counter.

Can swop for Good Condition Generator without the Reduction Gear fitting.

1 only Trafficator Unit, in reasonable working Condition, as found on the Y-Type.
Contact Tom Kirkland 082 445 6770 or kirki@lantic.net Urgently. Thanks

Randall is downsizing his stock of MG bits and pleces. Please watch his
posts on “Classic Car Parts in South Africa”on Face Book
0824140438 phone him or better still WhatsApp him.

Cans for aale

This MaGnificent 1980 MGE R/B is
available complete with minilites etc .

Call Glll Marguerite on 082 688 0733

44 years of an Edwardian MG [built 1936 in King
) Edward Bth reign] - it is time to find a younger
+ 1o | custodian of the elegant MG SA Tickford Coupe
which lives in McGregor.
' | Extensive work history available. Formerly owned
by the late Phil Howie and driven up Munro Drive by
Phil Hill - see "Norman Talks" December 2017

R6BOK to the "right home® Keith Poole - k-mpoole@lando.co.za or 023 625 1306




Like being first to drive
an MG up the Sani Pass,
we are first
in the business of
supplying parts for
your MG.




AFFILIATELD TG THE MG CAR CLUB » ABINGDON-ON-THAMES » ENGLAND

Forthcoming Runs, Noggins and Events.

September Noggin & September
Talk on Collector MG Books by Norman

September run - SHOW DAY ! 30 September
War Museum Saxonworld

October Noggin 4 October
Report back on Show Day

October Run- Date to be confirmed

Jacaranda Run in Pretoria organised by the Northern's Centre finishing up at
their club house. We have to cross the Jukskei so have your passport ready!

November Noggin-

November Run Sunday 8 November

CHRISTMAS LUNCH AFTER THE RUN- route / lunch venue suggestions
welcomed.

December Noggin 6 December
Theme to be confirmed

December run 9 December
Norman's Birthday - Venue to be advised
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CROSS COUNTRY

Insurance Consultants

TheMust Have Insurance Cover

Cross Country developed thE-CIass‘ic'_-C?r Col-le-cfas_Prdlic?for' the collector by covering
a wide range of classic vehicles and incorporating all the benefi ts and features expected
from a Classic Car Collectors Policy.

Full comprehensive cover including private
and pleasure purposes

Territorial limits include Republic of South
Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique,
Namibia, Swaziland and Zimbabwe
Agreed value basis of settlement

Laid up cover

Wedding hire cover

Wedding, events, exhibition use
Historical events liabilities

Temporary detached parts cover
Cherished remains

Reinstatement extension for total loss
Medical assistance and Medical Emergency
Evacuation RSA, Lesotho, Swaziland, Namibia,
Botswana, Zimbabwe and Mozambique
Emergency Roadside assistance

Cross border repatriation

Vehicle repair, hospitality and repatriation
costs outside RSA

Earned Loyalty 2 years claim free on the
insured vehicle — basic excess waived
Excess Waived over 55 years of age

Locks and Keys — limit R5 000

Contact your broker: Michael Brett

E-Mail: michael@mbainsurance.co.za
Michael Brett & Associates CC (1990/10750/23) | 8 Knoppiesdoring Street, Randpark Ridge
Tel (010) 140 1007 | Cell 082 923 0666
Authorized Financial Services Provider 13150

Find out more: www.ccic.co.za

Cross Country Insurance Consultants (Pty) Ltd | Underwritten by Renasa Insurance Company Limited
Cross Country is an Authorised Financial Services Provider 39547 | Registration Number: 2008/013847/07
VAT Number: 4020252203
Tel No: 011 215 8800 | Fax No: 011 476 8205
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THE OFFICIAL BROKERS TO SAMCA

SPECIALISING IN THE INSURANCE
OF CLASSIC, VETERAN AND VINTAGE
CARS, AT AGREED VALUES.

i
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o

FOR PERSONAL SERVICE CONTACT.
JACQUI VENTER

AT TEL (012) 471 1000
FAX (012) 471 1090
OR WRITE TO:
PO. BOX 74594 LYNWOOD RIDGE 0040

Indwe Risk Services (Piy) Lig is an authorsed Financial Service Providar

&



